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KDEA serves the South Central Kansas dressage and eventing
community by providing educational, social, and competitive

opportunities that promote a harmonious partnership between
K DE A horse and rider K DE A
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President’s Message. At our last meeting, the Education Committee provided us with a very
informative session on social media posts and how our decisions in what we post, and how we engage
on social media, can affect the public’s perception of horse sports. The general public is not well
versed in the horse world, and a picture that seems lighthearted or funny, showing a moment of “chaos”
which we all know can happen, may be picked up and shared negatively by the general public. Thanks
to Jessica Ptak Hooker and Marie Maloney for leading this session, and we encourage you to go to the
USEF website and view these videos/links to become more familiar with “social license to practice.” It




affects all of us, and we need to get ahead of this topic so the public has a positive perception of the
training and harmony we all seek with our horses.

These are from the USEF website:

https://www.usef.org/forms-pubs/qtrB-ZMCyCE
https://www.clipmyhorse.tv/en_US/academy/lesson/bc0c80908{35004256aa7d4554720762?category=a
ll&sub_category=all
https://www.clipmyhorse.tv/en_US/academy/lesson/e27595fda3ad4e5e91024d123c3{2ec3d?category=us
ef&sub_category=all

This video was made from a USDF Group Member Organization (New England Dressage) hosted with
David O’Connor. It is lengthy, but worth the watch.
https://video.search.yahoo.com/search/video?fr=mcafee&p=david+0%27connortsocial+license+to+pra
cticetvideotUSDF&type=E210US885G0#id=1&vid=2dc49f1ba3810f4b9ccd0d48788d678a&action=c
lick

Watch the newsletter and the website for notices and announcements regarding our upcoming shows
and educational events. See you at a KDEA function! Susan Lang, President

KDEA Members — Do you know about the KDEA Scholarships?

e Don't miss out on this opportunity to apply for the KDEA Fall 2026 Scholarship!

e Applications are now being accepted and are due by May 15, 2026!

e Selected recipients will receive up to $300, half paid prior to event(s) and the balance after an
article is submitted for the KDEA newsletter!

e CONGRATULATIONS to Karen Pool for receiving the Spring 2026 Scholarship Award!
Karen plans to use the awarded funds to further her equine education by attending clinics and
lessons this year. We wish Karen the best of luck in 2026 Western Dressage activities.

The KDEA Scholarship Application and information regarding requirements can be found on the
KDEA website! Thank you to Kim Miller for creating the new, user-friendly form!

Completed applications must be submitted to myself and the committee for consideration by May 15,
2026! Questions may also be directed to me at sdranch88@gmail.com.

Thank you!
Shana Drake/Scholarship Committee Chair

KDEA Meeting — June 2" at 6:30pm at Capall Stables. Education session:

Balanced Rider, Happy Horse: Saddle Fitting with Paige Strait. Contact Marie Maloney if you have a
hard to fit horse, or have a saddle you would like to have evaluated for your horse.
Marie.maloney@hotmail.com

KDEA April Schooling Show_Thank you to all riders, grooms, volunteers and our judge Kay Kamish
for a great show. The weather held out for us (tho a bit windy in the afternoon). Riders received a link
to pictures that Susan Lang took at the show, and some were posted on the KDEA FB page. We had
quite a few new participants (and members) so hopefully you met some of our new folks. Thanks to



Valerie Grinko, Marty Dennett and Shana Drake who were at the show all day helping (along with
others pulling various shifts). Results are posted on the KDEA website.

KDEA Schooling Dressage Show — Saturday May 9™ at Three Wooden Crosses. Our next show date
is May 9", and the entry form in on the website. As always, we will need volunteers and you will be
contacted by Marty Dennett or Sonja Veljacic, our Volunteer committee members.

KDEA Kansas Dressage and Eventing Association I!
2026 Dates - Updated 4/15/26 KDEA

Date Event Location/Judge

May 9 KDEA Schooling Show At Three Wooden Crosses. Judge: Katelyn
Kok-Razumovsky

June 13-14 KDEA Western Dressage Show Kansas State Fairgrounds

USEF/WDAA/AQHA recognized Judge: Julie Haugen, “R” WD

July 11 KDEA Schooling Show Location: Hooker Arena, Douglass
Judge: Holly Luke , L Graduate

Sept 12 KDEA Schooling Show At Eagle View Equestrian. Judge: Sherry
Guess, L Graduate (clinic to follow on
Sunday at Capall

Nov 6-8 Rider Biomechanics Clinic Alejandra Gonzales (sponsored by KDEA)

All shows offer both Western and English Dressage, and Eventing Dressage Tests. You can also ride
Working Equitation dressage tests. KDEA does not own a set of jumps to run our own Combined Tests
(and they are difficult to store, as well as transport from facility to facility, and then set up and tear
down) so KDEA recognizes scores earned at Combined Tests and Horse Trials run by local barns. We
are also holding our first Combined Test (Dressage plus Stadium) at the July show. Note that all
dressage classes which can be run in a 20x40 arena will also be offered at this show.

KDEA Meetings — Educational Topics (held prior to KDEA meetings)
e 6/2/2026: Balanced Rider, Happy Horse: Saddle Fitting with Paige Strait (held at Capall stables.
Contact Marie Maloney if you have a hard to fit horse, or have a saddle you would like to have
evaluated for your horse. Marie.maloney@hotmail.com

e 8/4/2026: Chakras or Chemistry? Eastern vs. Western Vet Medicine for Horses

e 10/6/2026: Covered from Head to Hoof: A Guide for Insuring Your Horse with Bailey Jo Lacy
of Remuda Insurance Group



KDEA Hutchinson USEF Western Dressage Show. So if you know of anyone or any business that
might be interested in sponsoring a class at the Hutchinson show, providing product or services for the
raffle/silent auction. ...please contact Susan or Eloise. Entries opened on April 15%, so be sure to get
your entry in soon (show filled prior to closing date last year). We also need volunteers for this show
(scribes, in gate, warmup, office, stabling courtesy, ribbons, raffle/silent auction workers...)

USEF Mythbusters: Microchips Are For Biosecurity, Not Pedigree Verification
by Natalie Voss | Mar 20, 2026, 8:00 AM
As we near the implementation date of the US Equestrian rule requiring microchips to be on file for all horses (12/1/26)

participating in US Equestrian Federation endorsed competitions, you may be hearing continued buzz about why the USEF
board passed this rule back in 2023.

Earlier this year, a presidential modification delayed implementation of this rule from Dec. 1, 2025 to Dec. 1, 2026. (If you
are one of many members who got your horse’s microchip implanted and on their record last year, we thank you for your
diligence.) We wanted to make sure all our members were thoroughly aware of the rule and our reasoning behind it before
beginning to enforce the requirement.

Starting on Dec. 1, 2026 horses must have a 15 digit, ISO-compliant microchip number on file with their USEF record in
order to enter a licensed competition. Competition organizers will be required to check to see that a horse has a microchip
number on file with US Equestrian at the time of entry. They are not required to scan horses upon entry to the grounds.

One common misconception we’ve seen and heard from some members who haven’t gotten their horses microchipped yet is
that they think the primary purpose of microchips for USEF is to verify horses’ pedigrees. To many people whose horses are
already recorded with their respective breed registry, this seems unnecessary, In reality, the benefit of a microchip from
USEF’s perspective is that it can provide permanent identification in the event of an infectious disease outbreak.

When an infectious disease is detected at a horse show, the first step for animal health officials is figuring out which horses
may have been exposed to the disease and quickly sorting out who needs to be in isolation and who doesn’t.

“In an infectious disease outbreak, time is of the essence to protect our horses’ health and keep an illness from spreading,”
said Dr. Katie Flynn US Equestrian senior staff veterinarian.

In the rare event that a horse is separated from their barn or handlers during a natural disaster, microchips can also provide
identification information that can help them find their way back home. Hurricanes, tornadoes, wildfires, and other natural
disasters can strike with little warning, and a microchip doesn’t run the same risks of damage as a temporary tag or painted
identification on a horse’s body.

Another common misconception is that microchip implantation costs members hundreds of dollars. While final costs will
vary by your location and veterinary practice, ISO compliant microchips cost between $5 and $10, and possibly less for
veterinary practices that can buy them in bulk. If you’ve got a veterinarian coming for routine visits this spring to renew
health paperwork or administer vaccines, you can likely save yourself a trip charge by asking them to add a chip to the
appointment. Use the Update Microchips Search tool to add your horse’s new microchip number to their record here for free.

Have more questions about microchips? Find our FAQ here.

Member Profiles

If you have not filled out a Member Bio, please contact Susan at smlang2@cox.net and she will send you one to fill out.
There is now a 2" edition to fill out...so if you have done the first one about your early horse ownershiup, ask for the 2"
one and learn more about your fellow KDEA members.




Jessica Harrison-Hodes, DVM

At what age did you get your first horse? Age 8

What was its name, breed and how old? Justus Supreme Decision, aka Justus. 4 year old American Saddlebred

Best Trait: He wa shigh energy and some considered him to be a bit crazy, but he was such a kind horse. I always felt ssafe
riding hhim and handling him.

Worst Trait: Energy for days! And high anxiety, so he hated horse shows and sometime wound himself up at home, too. 11
would just stop and try again the next day.

At what age did you start taking lessons (if you take lessons) and in what discipline? Started taking lessons at age 7,
saddleseat equitation.

Howold were you when you competed in your first show? 9 years old.

What discipline: Academy saddleseat equitation at the Kansas Coliseum.

Becky Rolph

What were your two favorite horse books as a kid, and why. Misty of Chincoteague by Marguerite Henry. Lovely story
with beautiful illustrations and its own Breyer horses.

Saddle Club Series by Bonnie Bryant. Horses, friendship and it was easy to see myself and my friends in the stories.

What was your favorite horse movie and a kid? National Velvet, and the horse’s name was Pie. My memories of this movie
include thorses, girl power and a young Elizabeth Taylor. Honorable mention to Pharlap, Sylvester, and The Man from
Snowy River.

What is your favorite Facebook page related to horses? Chronicle of the Horse (depth of articles) and Between the Ears
(beautiful scenery)

Anne Stephens

What were your favorite two horse books as a kid and why? King of the Wind — by Marguerite Henry. Loved it because of
the bay Arabian’s adventures. The Black Stallion by Walter Farley — black Arabian adventures.

What is your favorite Facebook page related to horses and why?

Balance Through Movement Method/Celeste Lazonos; Rudy Horsemanship. The information is very educational and is
presented in different ways.



