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KDEA Mission Statement 
KDEA serves the South Central Kansas dressage and eventing 
community by providing educational, social, and competitive 
opportunities that promote a harmonious partnership between 
horse and rider 

 
KDEA Officers and Board 2026 
President: Susan Lang    smlang2@cox.net 
Vice President: Kim Miller    info@eagleviewequestrian.com 
Secretary Jennifer Larsen    ejl1225@yahoo.com 
Treasurer: Hillary Akers    hsmatzen@gmail.com 
Board: Cassie Black, Cyndi Harris, Marty Dennett, Becky Rolph, Karen Pool, Kelli Wolf, Mia Scott- Jr.  
 
Committees 
Education:  Jessica Ptak-Hooker, Chair; Marie Maloney, Cassie Black, Gail Knoffloch 
 jessica.ptak1993@gmail.com 
Competition:  Susan Lang, Chair;  Marty Dennett,  Cynthia Moriarty, Valerie Grinko, Eloise Melton 
 smlang2@cox.net 
Awards:  Kim Miller, Chair;   
 info@eagleviewequestrian.com 
Publicity:  Kim Miller (Website), Susan Lang (newsletter), Cassie Black (Facebook)  
Membership:  Charlotte Pinkall, Chair, pinkallc@gmail.com 
Volunteer:  Marty Dennett, Chair; Sanja Veljacic 
 shobewalkin@gmail.com 
Scholarship:  Shana Drake, Chair; Kelli Wolf, Cyndi Harris. 
 sdranch88@gmail.com 
Membership:   Charlotte Pinkall, chair  pinkallc@gmail.com 
Nominating:  To Be Determined for 2026, nominating for 2027 
 
In This Issue 
President’s Message...including wrap up of Western Dressage Show 
May Schooling Show 
Upcoming July 11 Schooling show – Dressage Tests, Combined Test and Jumper classes 
KDEA Hats and Visors 
Educational Opportunities #1, #2, #3 (check out these on line sessions) 
Nominating Committee Needed 
Scholarship Winner – Article Submission 
Upcoming KDEA Dates 
Meeting Dates/Education  Topics 
Member Profiles – sadly, none submitted this month. 
A Few Pictures from Hutchinson show 
 
 
 
 



President’s Message.    Well, this last weekend (June 13-14) was our KDEA USEF Lite Western 
Dressage show in Hutchinson.  A big THANK YOU to all the KDEA officers, board, and members who 
came out to volunteer for the show – On Sunday, we had a record SEVENTEEN people at the end of 
the day to pick up the arena and everything that belongs in the KDEA trailer.  Also, thanks to those who 
were on grounds in their RVs as they put buckets out under the drips in the indoor and kept the footing 
dry for our Sunday rides.  Also, thanks to Marty Dennett for hauling the trailer to/from the show 
grounds. 
 Our silent auction and “$1.00 donation ticket event” was organized by Eloise Melton with 
Karyn Feltner (former member) and Marty Dennett assisting the days of.  Thanks to all of the KDEA 
members who worked to gather the items that were available for bid...as these efforts go to support this 
show.  Our raffle and “$1.00 event’ netted $1460 toward show expenses.   
 We had several former KDEA members (who now live in TX and KC) come back and help out 
“for old time’s sake.”  Several folks who were members decades ago also showed up to watch.  
Hopefully, everyone got to network and make some new friends, and it certainly showed that we are all 
one community as all riders helped out others by reading, helping with tack up/cool down, or just 
cheering on from the stands. 
 This was our first year for the KDEA High Point Buckles (which Cyndi Harris worked to get at 
a very reasonable price).  This year’s winners (highest score over both days) 

 High Point Amateur:  Anne Stephens with a 79.20 
 High Point Junior:  Ryvir Jones with a 73.750 
 High Point Open:  Cyndi Harris with a 77.000 

 Check out horseshowconsulting.com (blue bar across top- click KDEA WD) for a picture of the 
buckle winners as well as a link to the show results.   
 Our next KDEA offering is the KDEA Dressage and Combined Test schooling show at Hooker 
Arena in Douglass, Ks.  Check out the entry form on the KDEA website (www.kdea.org), and get your 
entry in.  As usual, contact Marty Dennett or Sanja Veljacic to volunteer (and you’ll be getting an email 
with volunteer opportunities).       Susan Lang, President 
 
KDEA May Schooling Show  Thank you to all riders, grooms, volunteers, and our judge, Katelyn 
Razumovsky, for a great show.  The weather held out for us this year, and we were not rained out!   We 
had quite a few new participants (and members) so, hopefully, you met some of our new folks.  Thanks 
to Hillary Akers (scribe) who was at the show all day and to coach and competitor Cyndi Harris who 
was also at the show all day instructing and riding.  Thanks to Marty Dennett for transporting the 
KDEA trailer to/from, and thanks for new Volunteer committee member, Sanja Veljacic, for 
coordinating the volunteers.   Results are posted on the KDEA website. 
 
KDEA July Schooling Show July 11, 2026 at Hooker Arena, Douglass, KS.  This show will offer 20 
x 40 (only) dressage tests (Western Intro and Basic, English Intro A/B/C, Training 1, 2, all Eventing 
Dressage Tests, all Working Eq dressage tests).  Also offered will be combined tests (dressage test and a 
stadium round) and Jumper classes.  See entry form on website for info.  Note that this is a new entry 
form format...so, after you enter, please let Susan or Kim know how well the process worked.  Please 
note that there is a place for a donation to the software company providing the entry form...you can 
zero this out on your entry form.  We switched to this new website as they take our ZERO fees.  Please 
note, though, that there is not an option to print and pay via check or cash.  You can pay by credit card 
or electronic bank draft only.   
 
KDEA Hats and Visors.  KDEA now has hats (teal and grey) and visors (black and red) with the 
KDEA logo.  They are for sale for $20.00 per hat (tax included), and you can go to the KDEA website 



to pay for one and arrange delivery.  Thanks to Kim Miller for getting these items for us, so we can 
promote KDEA (and explain that KDEA is not a radio station or a television station...as folks 
sometimes seem to think when they see us wearing these in the “non horse” public). 
 
Educational Opportunity #1.  If you paste the link below into your favorite browser, you will get to 
the USDF educational offering on Methodology in Judging Walk, Rein-Back & Turn on the 
Haunches.  This is an interactive session where you review rules and definitions, watch some rides, 
then judge some rides based on what you have learned.  Be sure to notice the GREEN NEXT button, 
which allows you to progress through the module. 
https://www.usdf.org/education/university/kb/course.asp?ID=2669 
 
Educational Opportunity #2.   Don’t forget to go to www.usdf.org and sign in (using your member # 
and your password) to access this webinar:   

You Be the Judge 

Presented by Kari McClain and Cesar Torrente 

Date: June 24, 2026 @ 8 pm ET 

Judges Kari McClain and Cesar Torrente will review the most recent dressage test videos on the You 
Be the Judge platform. Questions are encouraged. If you have not done the You Be The Judge tests yet, 
you can do so by clicking on the You Be The Judge (one option on rotating banner at top of Home Page, 
signing up, and then accessing the videos to judge.  You can then compare your scores to those of the 
judges.  A great learning opportunity...which Kari and Cesar will then discuss in the June 24 webinar.   
 
Educational Opportunity #3: The Arizona Dressage Association sponsored a webinar on June 8th, 
"USEF Stoplight Guidance" with David O'Connor, USEF Chief of Sport and FEI Eventing Committee 
Chair. They had 56 registrants and 30 live attendees for what turned out to be an incredibly informative 
session on the USEF green/yellow/red framework for recognizing behaviors and practices that support 
or compromise equine wellbeing. 

If you were unable to attend live or would like to revisit the material, the full recording is now available: 

Watch the Recording: Webinar Recording 

Not sure if the above link will be “hot” when sent via newsletter, so the below link can be pasted into 
your favorite browser: 

https://4a6scdfab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qECresh_9jvykr290F6qWPGAh5LoKsM_fDfOZbDyqZv8Qv
yJ7IqV_RNz64zZnhC2LsnNK4TUPfw_072IR8f_JSvwpUBuklCzlj2iNaMbU2Y83ZS1CQNNjM98Bq
rMqZ_6pBHrHzZ8FuGS-BlFyTIwdQPVsg2OL9Gt&c=J-HvnG0U3lW5qpQpYlSroTolaMKhy37ex_-
vSJaSuLGGTwG8YO7vPA==&ch=BiXbZQyiNjKN-
rb1PKbE_f34BBVlnoYNshngYNPpKF8Ch60TFzJrhA== 
 
 
Nominating Committee.  It is that time of the year when we need two people to comprise the 
nominating committee for 2027 Board and Officers.  If you are interested, please contact either Susan 
Lang or Kim Miller.  Those on the nominating committee survey the 2026 officers and Board to see 
which ones would agree to serve (again) in 2027 and also take the names of those who would like to 



join as an Officer or Board member in 2027.  Still looking for volunteers for the nominating 
committee… 
 
KDEA Scholarship Winner – Karen Pool - KDEA Scholarship Spring 2026 - Newsletter Article 
Submission 
 
 I would like to thank the KDEA for offering the Scholarships Award opportunity.  I applied for 
and received the Spring 2026 Scholarship Award.   I applied for the award to help with the expenses of 
taking lessons with Melissa Creswick and Laurie Hedlund. 
 Due to the EHV outbreak in November/December, my plans were delayed due to cancellations 
of Clinics with Melissa Creswick and Laurie Hedlund.  I have taken several lessons with Laurie and 
just finished taking 3 lessons with Melissa Creswick.  I also took a couple of sessions with Alejandra 
Gonzalez working on Rider Biomechanics.  I definitely encourage everyone to have a session with 
Alejandra as her “tools” are very beneficial to the rider in understanding how our body affects the horse.  
I will continue going forward taking lessons with them whenever the opportunity is available.  I enjoy 
learning more and trying to improve my riding skills. 
 My goals were to work on the additional elements in the Purpose of the Level 1 Western 
Dressage tests – to develop more engagement to show sufficient impulsion for the lengthened jog and 
lope and for a more consistent, light contact with the bit. 
 My main takeaways from my lessons on my horse, Bob, are that I am riding a well-trained 
horse, and I need to expect more from myself.  If I expect more from myself, I will get more from my 
horse and then can expect a prompt response from my horse also.  The keys are the proper preparation 
before any transition or maneuver and the clarity of the aids. From comments on previous tests, 
improving my preparation and the clarity of the aids will be a big key to improving our test scores.   
 I worked with Melissa on the lengthen jog and the lengthen lope and have a better 
understanding of the cues for these transitions.  I was able to take a lesson with Laurie this past 
weekend and worked some more on the lengthen stride in the jog and the lope.  This will be something 
that we will work on this summer in preparation for the Western Dressage World Show. 
 Another benefit of working with Melissa is that she would explain and give examples of what 
factors affect the score of the different maneuvers.  Of course, I gave her some examples within my 
rides in the lessons of the different factors both good and bad that affect the scoring on the test.  This 
was interesting to have these examples as each score on a test is based on several component parts of 
that maneuver. 
 I will be busy this summer reviewing my notes (thank you to Susan Lang for the notes she took 
during my sessions) and practicing what I have learned from these lessons.  I also need to focus on 
learning the footfalls of each gait in order for me to improve the timing of the cues.  To improve my 
fitness, I have enrolled in Yoga classes with the Winfield Recreation Center. 
 I should get plenty of practice time as I am currently riding two horses in Level 1 Western 
Dressage.  Each horse has different strengths and weaknesses which will also help me improve my 
riding skills, and coaching from Cyndi Harris will provide me guidance and a watchful eye. I wish 
everyone a successful show season and hope we all have some improvement with each of our rides. 
    
 
 



Kansas Dressage and Eventing Association 
2026 Dates  - Updated 6/15/26 

 

Date   Event     Location/Judge 
 
 
 
July 11   KDEA Schooling Show  Location:  Hooker Arena, Douglass     
        Judge: Holly Luke , L Graduate  
  
 
Sept 12  KDEA Schooling Show  At Eagle View Equestrian.  Judge:  Sherry  
        Guess, L Graduate (clinic to follow on  
        Sunday at Capall 
 
Nov 6-8  Rider Biomechanics Clinic  Alejandra Gonzales (sponsored by KDEA) 
      

All shows offer both Western and English Dressage, and Eventing Dressage Tests.  You can also ride 
Working Equitation dressage tests.  KDEA does not own a set of jumps to run our own Combined Tests 

(and they are difficult to store, as well as transport from facility to facility, and then set up and tear 
down), so KDEA recognizes scores earned at Combined Tests and Horse Trials run by local barns.  We 
are also holding our first Combined Test (Dressage plus Stadium) at the July show.  Note that all 
dressage classes (English, Western, Eventing, Working Equitation) which can be run in a 20x40 

arena will also be offered at this show. 
 
 

Upcoming KDEA Meetings – Educational Topics (held prior to KDEA meetings) 
 8/4/2026: Chakras or Chemistry? Eastern vs. Western Vet Medicine for Horses 
 10/6/2026: Covered from Head to Hoof: A Guide for Insuring Your Horse with Bailey Jo Lacy 

of Remuda Insurance Group 
 
 

 
Member Profiles 

If you have not filled out a Member Bio, please contact Susan at smlang2@cox.net and she will send you one to fill out. 
There is now a 2nd edition to fill out...so if you have done the first one about your early horse ownershiup, ask for the 2nd 
one and learn more about your fellow KDEA members. 
 
No one else has submitted Member Profiles...so this section is blank this month!  Let’s see who turns one in for next 
newsletter? 
 
See next page for a few pictures from Hutchinson show. 



 
 
 



 


