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KDEA serves the South Central Kansas dressage and eventing

community by providing educational, social, and competitive

opportunities that promote a harmonious partnership between
K DE A horse and rider K DE A

KDEA Officers and Board 2026

President: Susan Lang smlang2@cox.net

Vice President: Kim Miller info@eagleviewequestrian.com
Secretary Jennifer Larsen ejl1225@yahoo.com

Treasurer: Hillary Akers hsmatzen@gmail.com

Board: Cassie Black, Cyndi Harris, Marty Foster-Dennett, Becky Rolph, Jackie Schwartz, Karen Pool,
Kelli Wolf, Mia Scott- Jr.

Committees (members for 2026 yet to be confirmed by all chairs)
Education: Jessica Ptak-Hooker, Chair; Marie Maloney, Cassie Black, Gail Knoffloch
jessica.ptak1993@gmail.com
Competition: Susan Lang, Chair; Marty Dennett, Cynthia Moriarty, Valerie Grinko
smlang2(@cox.net
Awards: Kim Miller, Chair;
info@eagleviewequestrian.com
Publicity: Joanna Gunzelman, Chair. Kim Miller (Website), Susan Lang (newsletter)
Membership: Charlotte Pinkall, Chair
Volunteer: Marty Foster Dennett, Chair
shobewalkin@gmail.com
Scholarship: Shana Drake, Chair
sdranch88@gmail.com
Nominating: To Be Determined for 2026
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President’s Message. Hello and welcome to (almost) 2026! This is Susan Lang, your 2026 KDEA
President, and I am looking forward to a fun, educational and productive year with KDEA. This
organization is as strong as its membership, and we’d love to have your input on what you like about
KDEA, what you think could use updating or refreshing, and how we can grow to be the organization
that you want to tell your friends about. We have a full list of schooling shows this year, the
Hutchinson Western Dressage Show in June, educational sessions with every KDEA meeting, various




clinics (Ride a Test, Alejandra Gonzalez) but if there is something else that you would like for us to
consider, please reach out to me or any of the Officers listed above.

And don’t forget about the Awards Meeting and Banquet at the Marriott on Jan 25", Kim Miller and
Haley Kottler have put together an awards presentation at the Marriott, and we would like to thank
Michelle Ruffin-Stein for her contributions to the venue and food for our awards event.

Here’s to a great new year, continued good riding weather, and be sure to check out the KDEA calendar
as it shapes up for 2026! Susan Lang, President (as of 1/1/26)

KDEA Awards Banquet - January 25th at 4:00 pm --- See link to RSVP

The Banquet will be held at the Marriott at 9100 E. Corporate Hills Drive, Wichita, KS. To make sure
we order the right amount of food, please RSVP at www.kdea.org. Hope to see you there! Who will be
this year’s winners? What will this year’s award winners receive? Who will be the KDEA Volunteer of
the Year for 2025? You won’t want to miss out so plan to be there.

2026 Membership. So, it is that time of year to join KDEA! Thank you to those of you who answered
the call to join by December 1%, so we could submit our roster to USDF and be maintained as
“current.” As announced in the last newsletter, Kim Miller has created an On Line Membership
Application that allows you to join on line.

And...as a Membership Drive this year, anyone who joins KDEA by December 31 will be entered in
a drawing for $150 to be used at any KDEA function or educational opportunity this year (but not the
Hutch WD show, sorry). So...what are you waiting for? Join us for 2026! For the moment,
membership is only available online (with electronic payment). If you want to pay by check rather than
Paypal or Venmo, please let Charlotte Pinkall, your membership chair, know. Her email is above in
this newsletter.

KDEA Medals and Certificates of Achievement. So, the Annual Awards have already been tallied, and
they will be given out at the January 25 awards presentation, but do you know that KDEA also has a
Medals and Certificate program that is based on your “lifetime” achievements (not annual?). You may
have qualified for one of these...and you have until January 10" to get your information to Kim so that
you can get your award at the Awards Meeting (but if you don’t make that deadline, it will be awarded
next year....). See information on the Awards Tab of the website, and submit your scores to Kim.
Please put in the title of your email “2026 Medals and Certificates” so she knows what you are sending
to her.

Microchips. So, if you are going to show in US Equestrian Federation shows and you have gotten you
horse microchipped (or are planning to), now what? You will need to go attach the microchip number
to your horse’s USEF Horse Recording. If you do not know your horse’s USEF Horse ID, you can
check under the “Your Horses” section of your USEF member dashboard, or you can search for the
horse using the USEF horse search (https://www.usef.org/search/horses). The horse search will display
your horse’s microchip if it has been reported to USEF. If there is no microchip displayed, you can use
the online microchip reporting tool (https://members.usef.org/horses/microchip-search) to add the
microchip to your horse’s record.

If you do not have a USEF Horse Recording, you can apply for one. You first have to become a “Fan
Member” of USEF (free) and then you can apply for a Horse ID # (free). Go to the USEF.org website
to do so. If you need help, reach out to Susan.



Intention as the Core of Horsemanship — not sure to whom to attribute this quote, but, if someone
knows, please let me know, and I will gladly give credit.

In the pursuit of harmony between horse and rider, the aids we employ — the legs, the seat, the hands,
the reins, etc — are only the physical manifestations of a deeper, more primary force: the mindset.
Within this mental landscape, a critical distinction must be drawn between intention and hope. While
both relate to a desired outcome, one is the engine of progress and leadership, and the other is a subtle
form of surrender.

The Passive Wish

Hope in the saddle (or on the ground) is the passive, "victim version" of intention. It is characterized by
the mental state of wishing that the horse will perform correctly without the rider committing to the
precise, preparatory action required to ensure that result.

Consider the rider preparing for a difficult movement. The hopeful thought is, "I hope we don't break
gait," or "I hope he stays on the rail during the shoulder-in." This mindset is inherently reactive. The
body reflects this internal passivity—a slight holding of the breath, a failure to engage the core, and a
hand that is tentative rather than decisive. The hopeful rider is waiting for the horse to make the correct
decision, and when the inevitable mistake occurs, the result is frustration and a feeling of
powerlessness, and then some sort of correction afterwards. This is because hope places the
responsibility for success entirely on the horse, absolving the rider of their role as the active, predictive
leader.

The Active Leader

In contrast, intention is the commitment to a specific, detailed result before the aid is even applied. It is
the absolute, crystal-clear mental blueprint of the next two seconds of the movement or conversation.

Intention is the difference between pulling on the rein and asking for a precise, subtle yielding of the
jaw. It is the clarity that travels through the seat and leg (or other aids), informing the horse not just
what to do, but when and how to do it. The intentional rider approaches a movement thinking
something like, "I will engage my core and lift his barrel with my leg to execute a half-halt, then
simultaneously apply my outside aids to maintain the three-track balance of the shoulder-in."

This mindset empowers the rider. When an error occurs — perhaps the horse anticipates the pirouette,
or loses the bend, or whatever the case may be — the intentional rider does not descend into frustration.
They analyze the discrepancy between their Intention and the resulting action. The solution is not to
use more force, but to immediately formulate a new, clarifying intention. This creates a continuous,
productive feedback loop.

Intention — Action — Result — New Intention

Your Primary Aid

Intention, therefore, is your number one aid. It precedes and informs every physical signal. Without
clear intention, the aids are merely levers applied without purpose, leading to confusion, frustration,

and dullness. With intention, these same aids become a subtle yet powerful, eloquent language
understood by the horse.



The shift from riding with hope to riding with intention is the fundamental maturation point for any
serious equestrian. It transitions the rider from being a passenger hoping for a smooth ride, to becoming
a leader actively creating the desired journey.

When we stop begging with "I hope this works," and start affirming "I intend this to happen," we can
unlock the potential for true partnership and elevate our horsemanship from mere routine to an art
form. --Author (currently) unknown

Member Profiles (if you haven’t had the opportunity to fill out the form, go to the KDEA website and
look under Forms. You can fill it out and send it to Susan for inclusion in future newsletters.

Lisa Cooper

Age for first horse/pony: 10. Bought a yearling gelding with money from 4-H livestock project, but
before that rode a horse who worked in a feedlot.

Name of first horse and breed: Skyper Pro aka Skip, Appendix Quarter Horse

Best Traits: Tolerance of me learning

Worst Trait: Only remember the good stuff — foxy little ears, long neck and he was the best friend I had
growing up.

At what age did you start taking lessons? Took first lessons in college — basic equitation English and
Western..

How old when competed at first show: Age 10, in every Western class available at 4-H shows.

Unknown Person — So I have a Member Bio filled out, but with no name. Who had a horse named
Sandi Magic (Arabian) as their first horse? Once I know, then I’ll publish the bio?

Hailey Garon

At what age did you get your first horse/pony: 11 years old.

What was your first horse’s name, age and breed? Dream, a palomino Quarter Horse, Age 8

Best trait: Very good for beginners

Worst trait: Didn’t want to move...was a lazy but sassy mare.

At what age did you start taking riding lessons? What discipline? I took lessons at age 9, and I rode
English. Idid jumping and dressage.

How old were you when you competed in your first show? [ was 10 years old and did dressage on a
horse named Profit.

Adrian Dolatta-Moody

At what age did you get your first horse or pony? 10

What name, what breed, and how old? Static, APHA (paint), age 2.

Best trait/habit: He is the best schoolmaster. He will take you around the ring like a pro or step into
the hard work. He is still showing others the ropes these days in his 20s.

Worst trait: He has a deep dislike of miniature donkeys.

At what age did you first start taking riding lessons and in what discipline? Dressage and jumping at
Briar Fox when I was 6.

How old were you when you competed in your first show? I was 6 and I did Intro A and B on Nugget.

Erin Keith
At what age did you get your first horse or pony? 12 years



What was its name, what breed, and how old? MBF Night Hunter, TB/Paint, 4 year old gelding

Best trait: Friendly and would do anything asked of him

Worst trait: Very clumsy
At what age did you first start taking lessons and in what discipline? Nose to tail pony rides at 9 years
old. Western horsemanship and dressage/English at 10 years old.

How old were you when you competed in your first show? 14 years old, in combined training
(dressage and jumping)

Jack Dennett

At what age did you get your first horse? Age 63
What is its name, what breed, and how old? Star, Tennessee Walker, Age 7
Best Trait: Gentle

Worst Trait: None — no bad habits
At what age did you first start taking lessons, and in what discipline? Age 67, basics of riding
How old were you when you competed in your first show? 69 — Western dressage clinic at Capall
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KDEA

Date

March 14-15

April 11

Kansas Dressage and Eventing Association
2026 Dates KDEA

Event

KDEA Ride A Test

KDEA Schooling Show

TBD Spring Date ~ Biomechanics Clinic

May 9

June 13-14

July 11

Sept 12

TBD Fall Date

KDEA Schooling Show
KDEA Western Dressage Show
USEF/WDAA/AQHA recognized

KDEA Schooling Show

KDEA Schooling Show

Rider Biomechanics Clinic

il

Location/Judge

Capall Stables and Eagle View Equestrian
Susan Lang, Marie Maloney, Cassie Black

At Eagle View Equestrian. Judge: TBA
Alejandra Gonzales

At Three Wooden Crosses. Judge: Robin
Hessel, L Graduate

Kansas State Fairgrounds
Judge: Julie Haugen, “R” WD

At Three Wooden Crosses  Judge: Holly
Luke , L Graduate

At Eagle View Equestrian. Judge: Sherry
Guess, L Graduate (clinic to follow on
Sunday at Capall

Alejandra Gonzales (sponsored by KDEA
or Capall - TBD)



Nov 7 KDEA Schooling Show At Twin Creek Trails. Judge: Cassie
to include jumping Black

All shows offer both Western and English Dressage, and Eventing Dressage Tests. You can also ride
Working Equitation dressage tests. KDEA does not own a set of jumps to run our own Combined Tests
(and they are difficult to store, as well as transport from facility to facility, and then set up and tear

down) so KDEA recognizes scores earned at Combined Tests and Horse Trials run by local barns. We
are working this year to get Eventing back into our show schedule, so stay tuned!

Stay tuned as we put our 2026 plans in place!
KDEA Meeting Dates 2026
Jan 25 — Awards Presentation at 4:00pm at the
Wichita Marriott Hotel, Corporate Hills Drive
Meetings: Feb, April, June, August, October, December



