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KDEA Mission Statement 
KDEA serves the South Central Kansas dressage and eventing 
community by providing educational, social, and competitive 
opportunities that promote a harmonious partnership between 
horse and rider 

 
KDEA Officers and Board 2025 
President: Cassie Black    evanandcassie@aol.com 
Vice President: Cyndi Harris    ntrlhigh@wheatstate.com 
Secretary Jennifer Thuener    jennifer.thuener@gmail.com 
Treasurer: Hillary Akers    hsmatzen@gmail.com 
Board: Joannna Gunzelman, Eysley Hatfield (jr), Haley Kottler, Susan Lang, Marie Maloney, Kim 
Miller, Becky Rolph 
 
Committees for 2025: 
Education:  Jessica Ptak, Chair; Marie Maloney, Gail Knoffloch, Janet Kernan 
 jessica.ptak1993@gmail.com 
Competition:  Susan Lang, Chair; Haley Kottler, Valerie Grinko, Jennifer Thuener, Cynthia Moriarty, 
Marty Foster Dennett  smlang2@cox.net 
Awards:  Kim Miller, Chair; Haley Kottler 
 info@eagleviewequestrian.com 
Publicity:  Kim Miller (Website), Susan Lang (newsletter) 
Membership:  Charlotte Pinkall, Chair 
Volunteer:  Marty Foster Dennett, Chair 
 shobewalkin@gmail.com 
Scholarship:  Shana Drake, Chair 
 sdranch88@gmail.com 
Nominating:  Haley Kottler, Marie Maloney (2026) 
 
In this Issue 
Nominations for 2026 Officers and Board 
Holiday and Election Meeting Tuesday, Dec 2nd at Capall Stables 
Save the Date – KDEA Awards Presentation January 25 
KDEA 2026 Membership Application – Now Available On Line! 
KDEA Awards – Check out website for final standings 
USDF and WDAA Log Ins for Members 
2026 US Equestrian Rulebook posted at www.usef.org 
USDF Launches “You Be The Judge” education series (learn how to access) 
New USEF Rules on Stirrups and Saddle Attachments 
Panel Judging – What is it? 
World Cup Dressage – April in Fort Worth, TX 
USDF Convention in Lexington, KY 
USDF Committee Work by KDEA Members 



USEF Dressage Riding Guidelines 
KDEA Members – Know your USDF Number (to create  USDF account to access USDF educational 
sites) 
 
Nominations for 2026 Officers and Board:  A few of our officers for 2025 have reached their (3 year) 
term limits, so we have some newly nominated officers for 2026.  Those who are leaving officer 
positions are, per KDEA bylaws, placed on the list of Board members for their year after they step 
down from the officer position. The Treasurer position is excepted from the 3-year term limit, and 
Hillary Akers has agreed to continue on as Treasurer unless another qualified nominee is presented for 
vote at the election meeting.   Nominating committee members Marie Maloney and Haley Kottler 
provided the following list at the October meeting.  These nominations will be again declared at the 
December KDEA meeting and will then be voted upon.  Nominations are allowed from the floor at the 
time of the election meeting, but those who are nominated must be KDEA members in good standing, 
have actively participated in KDEA functions in previous years, and must be able to commit to 
attending bi-monthly meetings and supporting KDEA functions throughout the year. 
 
President:  Susan Lang 
Vice President:  Kim Miller 
Secretary:  Jennifer Larsen 
Treasurer:  Hillary Akers 
Board: Cassie Black, Cyndi Harris, Jennifer Thuener (all 3 leaving officer positions, so automatically 
transferred to Board for 2026), Marty Dennett, Becky Rolph, Jackie Schwartz, Karen Pool, Kelli Wolf, 
Mia Scott (Jr) 
 
The KDEA December Holiday Meeting and Elections will be held Tuesday, December 2nd at 
Capall Baile Stables with potluck soup on the menu.  Contact Cassie Black to let her know what 
you are bringing to the meeting (so we don’t have an overabundance of one thing, but then no 
bowls to serve...). 
 
Save the Date!  The KDEA 2025 Awards Presentation Meeting will be held on January 25th in the 
afternoon….location and more details to come.  Meanwhile, put the date on your calendar! 
 
KDEA Membershipe 2026:  Thanks to Kim Miller, there is a link on the KDEA website to an online 
form for payment of your KDEA dues for 2026.  Kim has created the online form, and you can pay via 
PayPal or Venmo, direct to KDEA.  Go online and check it out as we need to have at least 20 members 
renewed by December 1 to stay “current” with USDF.  Charlotte Pinkall is our membership chair, so if 
you have questions about your membership, contact her. 
 
KDEA Awards.  Please note that the final Awards spreadsheet has been posted at www.kdea.org 
and you were asked in the previous newsletter to review the spreadsheet carefully.  Some of you did 
contact Kim with additional info, so please check the website list again for the FINAL information on 
which Kim and Haley are placing orders for Year End Awards.   
 
USDF Log In.  If you have not yet created a US Dressage Federation log in, please do so to take 
advantage of all the educational opportunities available to KDEA members.  Go to www.USDF.org and 
in the upper left, either LOG IN or CREATE Account.  You will need your USDF number (see list at 
bottom of newsletter for all 2025 KDEA member USDF numbers). 
 



WDAA Log In.  If you are a Western Dressage Association member, you should also create a log in on 
the WDAA site.  When you join, you will get a member number, and will have access to WDAA 
educational material. 
 

2026 USEF Rulebook 

 
 

The 2026 USEF Rulebook is now available online, effective 12/1/2025. Dressage Chapter questions 
can be directed to dressage@usef.org.   The USEF rulebook also contains the Eventing rules and 
Western Dressage rules.  The Eventing dressage tests are changing for the 2026 competition season, but 
Dressage and Western Dressage are not changing until 12/1/26.The following new USEF rules that take 
effect Decenber 1, 2025: 

1 - All horses competing in USEF-licensed shows must be microchipped including ALL in Intro and 
Opportunity classes. The horse owner must report their horse's microchip number to USEF. Non-
member owners can get a free Fan membership (and also a free USEF Horse ID number, if needed) to 
report the horse's microchip number in the database. The show secretary is required to verify that the 
chip number is on file with USEF before accepting your entry. 
 
2 - Be sure your stirrups are legal! Beginning December 1, 2025, no piece of equipment shall be 
attached to a saddle that has a rigid upward pointing projection, hook, or similar object capable of 
catching a rider’s clothing or person when dismounting, including stirrups. While Dressage has had a 
similar rule for several years, this new rule eliminates some stirrups with a release mechanism on the 
outside branch. FMI - see the USEF website. 
 
3 - if you are using your own bridle number holder: Each digit of a number must be a minimum of 1.5 
inches in height and a minimum of 3/8 inches in width and cannot be obscured by the 
encasement/holder. (It has become increasingly difficult for judges, ring stewards, etc. to identify horse 
numbers as they are sometimes too small and hidden by number holders). The numbers normally 
assigned by the show secretary are the correct min. height and width, but many reusable numbers and 
their holders are too small to be in compliance with the new rule.  Synopsis courtesy of Janine Malone. 
 

See DR 122.5(j)) for further clarification 
1.  There will be a deduction of .5 from the final score if the rider fails to salute (used to be a deduction 
of 2 points prior to determining the final percentage from points earned divided by points possible). 

2.  For freestyles, exceeding the time limit, or failing to enter timely, will also result in a .5 deduction 
from the final technical score.   

USDF Launches New "You Be the Judge" Education Module 
First introduced at the 2024 Adequan®/USDF Annual Convention, the United States Dressage 
Federation™ (USDF) is thrilled to announce the official launch of the new You Be the Judge education 
module, available through the USDF website. Made possible by The Dressage Foundation’s (TDF) 
Mary Anne and Walter McPhail Judge Education Fund, and USDF’s partnership with Black Horse One, 
this new platform allows all members to have a peek behind the curtain to understand what, 
specifically, judges look for and how they assess scores in the competition arena. 



Throughout her life, Mary Anne McPhail was adamant that she wanted the United States to have "the 
best judges’ education program in the world", and because of her vision, this unmatched education is 
now extended to all USDF members, providing them access to judge training content, never before 
available publicly. 
 
TDF President Beth Baumert stated, “This public aspect of the USDF judges’ program was an integral 
component, as Mary Anne was passionate in her desire for riders and trainers to be on the same page as 
the judges. I know she’s up there monitoring this whole thing, so please log on and enjoy!” 
 
USDF President Kevin Reinig added, “As the official dressage judge training entity in the US, USDF 
has amassed an extensive library of content to help train and maintain the highest standard of dressage 
judging and we are thrilled to now, with TDF’s support, be able to make this new platform available to 
our members. Dressage competitors have a notoriously insatiable hunger for knowledge, especially 
related to judging and scoring, which this unique look into judging is sure to satisfy.” 
 
To access the new module, visit the USDF homepage (www.usdf.org), log in, and go to 
Educational Resources and Opportunities (on top banner/ribbon).   There is a blue button to 
click to request access...and then you will get a link (in about 36 hours) to gain access.  Also be 
sure to click on the Link “Master Symposium (as see below) to again request access to additional 
judging resources.  All this because you are a KDEA member...and therefore a member of USDF.     
 
So just what is Black Horse?  It is a software program that allows you to view a video of a dressage 
test, score it, make comments, and it will automatically score the test.  Then when you “confirm” your 
score, you can go back and look at the test again, and the “official judge’s” scores and comments show 
up, and you can compare your scores to the judge’s scores.  The Master Symposium currently posted is 
from November 2023, and consists of 3 judges discussing various “problems” that occur in Grand Prix 
tests, and they actually discuss how they decide to handle these problems (some of these “problems” 
are very unique or gait specific (i.e. too many piaffe steps….how to handle) so require a fair bit of 
judging knowledge.   However, it is quite interesting to hear these 3 international judges discuss how 
they come to a score.   
 
Below is copied from the USDF site (this is what you will see when  you go to www.usdf.org).  And 
whether you do English or Western Dressage, or Eventing, the judging practice/experience will be of 
benefit!  Here is what the page looks like when you go to the USDF website.  And if you have not yet 
created your USDF account, you can create your account and  use your USDF number (see list of 
KDEA members with their USDF numbers at end of this newsletter). 
 
You Be the Judge 
Test your skills at judging with this new member benefit. 
You will be able to view and judge a dressage test and then see how they compare with a Licensed 
Dressage Judge. New tests will be added throughout the year and webinars will be scheduled to 
discuss the scoring with the presiding judge. 
This benefit also includes access to the Judge Education Master Symposium, which provides 
hours of additional, exclusive educational content. 
Please request access below. You will receive an email with the access link within 36 hrs. 
 
 



New Rules Coming on Safety Stirrups: What and Why 

 

Beginning Dec. 1, 2025, changes will be coming to GR801.6 regarding stirrup and other saddle 
attachments. A recent review of US Equestrian safety data noted incidents in which riders were injured 
because their clothing or body got caught on a stirrup with an upward-pointing projection in the course 
of dismounting from their horse.  Bearing in mind that many riders prefer some style of stirrup that 
includes an emergency release feature, USEF staff have issued this guidelines sheet to help members 
understand which styles are considered compliant.     

Stirrups should be examined for compliance in their non-activated state (meaning any latch or releasing 
portion of the stirrup has not been triggered). In this state, the stirrup should either have closed 
branches (meaning there are no gaps in the outside frame of the stirrup) OR, if the branches are not 
closed and there is a gap in the outline of the stirrup, the gapping branch must sit inside the plane of the 
stirrup so there is no upward-facing, rigid projection. These guidelines include sketches to illustrate 
these two requirements. 

“We understand this change is controversial,” said US Equestrian Chief of Sport David O’Connor. 
“Although injuries from safety stirrups are statistically uncommon according to our data, they can be 
significant and are preventable with the selection of certain styles. We believe this change to the rule 
allows members to use a breakaway style stirrup if they prefer while reducing the risk of unintended 
harm.” 

USEF is aware that the tack and equipment market is constantly evolving, and new product designs 
may come on to the market in the future. The illustrations shown in these guidelines are not intended to 
be a representation of all possible safety stirrup designs. A USEF task force will meet twice a year (in 
January and June) to review any new designs. Manufacturers have the opportunity to submit their 
product for review to determine compliance with the new rule by completing the Stirrup Design 
Review Application. Completed forms should be sent to lmangan@usef.org. 

Please note that this rule can apply to any type of saddle attachment, including security stirrup latches. 

If you have questions about your stirrup or saddle attachments, please check in with a licensed official 
at your next competition. It is important to note that USEF has decided to implement a staggered 
approach to enforcement of the new rule to ensure awareness and understanding. From Dec. 1, 2025 to 
Nov. 30, 2026, officials will issue verbal or recorded warnings for non-compliant stirrups to help 
members recognize problematic designs. Starting Dec.1, 2026, officials will enforce this rule as they 
would any other requirement for tack and equipment. 

 
Panel Judging:  What is it?  Panel judging is when there is a dressage judge at C, and also a judge on 
the side at B or E.  At international events, there may be as many as 5 judges on each individual arena.  
In the Midwest, there are some shows that have two judges on the rings, and when you go to USDF 
Regionals or Nationals, there are always 2 judges for championship rides. 
What are the advantages to panel judging? 
 
1.  The rider gets two sets of scores/comments to further their education. 
2.  The rider gets comments from the perspective of C...and also from the perspective of B or E (where 
the judge can clearly see if you make it to X for your halt, whether your circle really comes to X, and 



where they can see very different things than the judge at C (who can see straightness much more 
easily). 
3.   The rider can get a “preview” prior to a Regional or Nationaal championship ride as to what the 
“side judge” will be seeing, and that gives the rider time to consider that judge’s comments and “fix” 
their test from the side perspective. 
4.  It is a common misconception that “when there is a side judge, in addition to a judge at C, the 
average score will be lower.”  Well, if there are two judges, at two different perspectives, one score is 
most likely going to be be lower than the other as the judges are SEEING DIFFERENT angles.  Riders 
tend to look at the higher score and believe that the “lower judge is wrong,” but really, the variance in 
the score is most likely due to the position of the judge on the arena and what they can see/judge. 
5.  If the judge on the side cannot see whether there is appropriate angle in a shoulder in, for example, 
because of their position on the arena, they can still see whether the angle varies, whether the tempo 
varies, and can see whether the mouth is quiet.  Each judge can only comment (and score) what they 
can see. 
 
For those of you who would like an April vacation/adventure, check out the World 
Cup information below: 
 

FEI DRESSAGE WORLD CUP™ FINAL 

Fort Worth, TX (City)(USA)08-12April 2026 

Event Official Website Click here 

FEI Online Calendar - Approved Schedule & Results Click here 

Competitions - Date and Time 
FEI Grand Prix - 

FEI Grand Prix Freestyle   

Definite Entries List Click here 

Defending Champion Charlotte Fry (GBR) and Glamourdale 

 
Note that at this time, the only link that is active is the “official website” link. 
 
United States Dressage Federation Annual Convention.  This year’s convention is in Lexington, KY 
and no one from KDEA is attending this year.  We have assigned our voting rights to a proxy, who will 
carry our votes (based on our membership numbers) at the Convention.  As part of the pre=convention 
preparation, I (Susan) have attended virtual sessions for both Judges and Technical Delegates in the last 
few weeks, where we have discussed issues and concerns for judging and operating shows.  Check out 
the USDF website for more information about the upcoming Convention. 
 
USDF Committee Work.  Marie Maloney is on the USDF Awards Committee, and Susan Lang is on 
the USDF TD Committee.  Both of these USDF committees do work around the year to monitor 
educational content, policy and procedure regarding their particular area of interest (awards, shows).  
We have Zoom meetings for discussion, and typically have projects (new material, research) to do 
before the next meeting.  The committee may bring new ideas, new educational mateiral, or new/ 
updated awards policies to the USDF Board for approval at the convention (or some are just in-house 
changes that do not required Board approval).  There is a lot that goes on behind the scenes throughout 
the year to keep USDF running, and much of it is done by volunteers on these committees. 



 
Alejandra Gonzalez Clinic – Member and Participant Reactions 
 
Alejandra taught me even more the physical connection w/ our horse, balance and softness. The 
exercises and tools were so helpful in finding a more effective seat! At the American Royal, a few 
weeks after the clinic, we swept our division of 11 exhibitors, and I’m certain because my seat was 
much better! This is a milestone in the 2 yrs Ben and I have been showing. He’s 6. Looking forward to 
next year. Even in the warmup before competition, it was impressed upon me to get my seat contact 
and breathing in sync in the saddle before moving off. I can’t wait to work with her again!  - From 
Lynn Brown 
 
For two years I have wanted to participate in one of her clinics, and this was the year!! 
 
First strike against going was that I was denied time off, but Susan was able to work around my 
schedule so I could ride.  Something I never wanted to happen was losing my Jacoby. I was thinking 
it’s not going to happen. 
 
Cyndi Harris told me she would bring a horse for me to ride!! I can’t thank her enough for bringing 
Dolly! She allowed me to participate in a truly special clinic! Alejandra boosted my confidence and 
truly helped me feel my seat bones! 
 
On the third day, I was able to bring my new horse, our first outing together!  Alejandra knew she was 
young and I was both excited and nervous so being the professional she is, adjusted to help us both 
have a wonderful riding experience!! 
 
I’m really looking forward to attending the next one she gives. Serena and I will be there!! 
 
Thank you to everyone that helped us continue on our Journey!!  Submitted by Kelli Wolf. 

I am so thankful for the opportunity to work with and learn from Alejandra. She has helped my rider 
position in so many ways. Her balls, the peanut and even her tourniquet bands are magical! It's so much 
easier with the use of her tools to get my posture or position in the saddle Her tools tell my body what 
to do and then it starts to become an awareness to develop new muscle memory. It also interesting how 
my horse responds to the changes in my position. I purchased a set of her balls and peanut for use at 
home. The peanut and balls are also now part of my lessons with Cyndi Harris. It's interesting how the 
tapping of the balls on the body helps alleviate tightness and stiffness. I highly recommend taking a 
lesson with Alejandra when she is here as it's a game changer!  Submitted by Karen Pool. 

US Equestrian Publishes Riding Standards Guidelines for Dressage 

 
 

Lexington, Ky. - Earlier this fall, US Equestrian released a series of Horse Welfare Guidelines to 
members, including those based on the familiar concept of a stoplight guidance recently published by 
USEF. In addition to this work, the USEF Dressage Equine Ethics and Wellbeing Task Force led by 
Betsy Juliano and Lisa Gorretta, has been meeting regularly to discuss changes needed nationally 
within the discipline of dressage. 
 
As a result of the Task Force discussions Riding Standard Guidelines have been drafted for the 
consideration of dressage athletes looking to progress up the levels in a harmonious way with their 



horses. We encourage athletes, trainers, and our dressage community to share these guidelines and 
implement them into their daily practice and review before competing. 

Anatomy of a Successful Experience - Determining If You Are Ready to Move Up to the Next 
Level 

Basic questions to ask yourself as a baseline as to whether you’re ready to compete at the next level: 

If you practice a movement included in the next level of competition, are you able to consistently meet 
the requirements of that movement and the directives stated in the test? 
 
On average, are you and your horse reasonably confirmed at the current level you are competing with a 
score reflecting competency, such as 63% or higher? 
 
Does your horse willingly perform the movements required for the level at which you are considering 
competing? 
 
Are you familiar with the new movements to be asked at the next level and the characteristics defining 
each of them? Consequently, are you and your horse proficient and confident in performing the 
movements as they are required in the test? 

Strategies for a Successful Experience 

As a general rule, follow the adage of competing at the level below you are currently training. 
 
Read the test directives to ensure you understand the factors the judge(s) will be using for consideration 
when determining a score for each movement. 
 
As you move up the levels, it can feel like the movements come very quickly in succession during a 
test. Before competing at a higher level, practice the test at home enough times so you feel you have 
time to prepare for each movement. 
 
Know the core movements “define a level.” These may be underlying what is described in the Purpose 
listed in the test. For example, at First Level Test 3, the 10m circles and broken lines are intended to 
test acceptance of the aids used for bending and turning. Second Level introduces collection and the 
movements which help to develop it, such as shoulder-in and turn on the haunches. 
 
At the end of your show season, first make sure you answer yes to all of the questions posed above and 
then make a thoughtful evaluation of your competition experiences. Consider both you and your 
horse’s strengths, as well as the areas in need of improvement. The next level will not only include new 
movements, but heightened expectations of your horse's balance, engagement, and self-carriage, which 
requires time, training, and the building of strength and fitness.  
 
Make a training plan which takes advantage of educational and observational opportunities such as 
ride-a-tests and schooling shows.  
 
When you feel your horse is confirmed in the daily work and they fulfill the “Purposes” defined in the 
test, you can be confident you are ready to begin competing at the new level. 



 

KDEA Members….here are your USDF numbers so if you want to create a Log In at USDF 
(www.usdf.org) you can do so and access USDF’s vast educational resources.  Create your log in and 
plan  your winter reading and education.  And when you find something interesting, please share with 
other KDEA members by contacting Susan to put your “find” in the next newsletter to be published. 
 
Hillary Akers 102853 

Brady Bartel 176934 

Missy Bartel 242836 

Scarlett Bartel 242832 

Cassandra Black 61771 

Evan Black 182104 

Valarie Bowlby 242438 

Verena Bragg 248541 

Savannah Byer 229876 

Sidney Byer 233890 

Vada Clonts 232895 

Lisa Cooper 124180 

Rallie Davis 241384 

Jack Dennett 244967 

Marty Dennett 236185 

Janie DeWitt 107641 

Kelli Douty 250791 

Natalie Drake 233886 

Shana Drake 241383 

Claire Emley 248935 

Kayla Fulton 245192 

Carrie Garon 242835 

Hailey Garon 243969 

Madison Gomez 238246 

Sophia Gomez 238252 

Glenn Greenfield 153147 



Joanna Gunzelman 113824 

Cyndi Harris 8861 

Emmeylynn Herrman 226240 

Jessica Hooker 213996 

Shannon Howerton 229881 

Ryvir Jones 251769 

Lindsay Kelley 227478 

Janet Kernan 236184 

Gail Knoffloch 216753 

Susan Lang 45634 

Emma Larsen 248714 

Jennifer Larsen 248713 

Marilyn Lee 45842 

Lori Lockhart 239112 

Brooklyn Longpine 252239 

Marie Maloney 45567 

Becca Mattson 251770 

Bella Mattson 251768 

Eloise Melton 250009 

Kimberly Miller 220860 

Adrian Moody 121560 

Cynthia Moriarty 221780 

Brynlee Newman 241385 

Natalie Parnell 233887 

Haley Patty 162148 

Natalie Petz 191030 

Charlotte Pinkall 38818 

Karen Pool 237571 

Deana Pryor 208349 



Sarah Pryor 131302 

Rebecca Rolph 45879 

Analise Romey 217913 

Layn Russell 45814 

LaiKynn Schafer 248936 

Mia Scott 233829 

Vicki Smith 238245 

Anne Stephens 191032 

Janice Stockdale 250792 

Jennifer Thuener 235860 

Barbara Turner 45924 

Sanja Veljacic 250794 

Martha Wallisch 219844 

Karlee Ward 229878 

Bella Wernli 246974 

Kelli Wolf 237570 

Jessi Raelyn Zerr 250795 

 
 


