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President’s Message. 1t is almost time for our 2025 Awards Presentation meeting on January 25,

POSTPONED UNTIL SUNDAY FEBRUARY 1% at 4:30. A big thank you to Michelle Ruffin-Stein for
assisting us with acquiring this venue (and a light meal) for our Awards presentation. Please let Kim at
info@eagleviewequestrian.com know if you need to change your RSVP or you can now attend. We

need to make sure we order the right amount of food. Meeting to be held at the Marriott on Corporate
Hills Drive in east Wichita. Even if you are not up for an award, come and enjoy a light meal and
social time with KDEA members and friends. And who will be the KDEA Volunteer of the Year this
year? Hmm. Come find out! And be sure to thank Kim Miller (Awards Chair) and Haley Kottler of
the Awards committee.
Our KDEA committees are holding meetings to plan committee assignments for the year, and work
on bringing a variety of offerings to KDEA members. Remember, if there is a committee that you think
you might like to join, check out the name of the Chair, and get in touch. We always need new ideas
and new folks on committees! See header on newsletter for various committees and contact
information for committee chairs.
As you can see from the updated calendar, we now have two Alejandra Gonzalez clinics on the
calendar for the year, with the first one coming up the end of March. If you haven’t ridden with
Alejandra, you don’t know what you are missing! And if you don’t currently have a horse to ride,
please plan to come to the Thursday interactive lecture, and then audit the clinic rides. You won’t
regret it. Marie Maloney will head up the scheduling of the Alejandra clinic, and it will be held at

Capall.

Many thanks to KDEA VP Kim Miller for her computer skills in making our clinic and show forms
available for online entries in 2026. This is a work in progress, but it is a step in the correct direction to
streamline your entries and make payment easier. If you have any suggestions or questions, you can
contact Kim (or Susan, if your question deals with an entry for a schooling show). Our membership
form is also online now (you can go to the website and click the Join link). If you have a membership
question, contact Charlotte Pinkall.

Here’s to a great year for KDEA....come join us!

Susan Lang, President

KDEA Meeting: Tuesday, February 3rd at 6:30 pm at the home of Jessica and Kvyle Hooker.

6:30 to 7:00 Educational Session by Dr. Katie Young followed by meeting. All KDEA members and
non members welcome. Education Topic: "From Feed Room to Finish Line: Optimizing Equine
Nutrition" Address: 20014 SW Purity Springs Road, Douglass KS 67039, Phone 913-706-1818.

Those who are Board or Officers who cannot attend should let Secretary Jennifer Larsen know of your
intended absence. Jennifer email: ejl1225@yahoo.com
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March 14-15 KDEA Ride A Test Capall Stables and Eagle View Equestrian
Susan Lang, Marie Maloney, Cassie Black

March 27-29 Biomechanics Dressage Clinic Alejandra Gonzales at Capall Stables

April 11 KDEA Schooling Show At Eagle View Equestrian. Judge: Kay
Kamish, L Graduate

May 9 KDEA Schooling Show At Three Wooden Crosses. Judge: Robin
Hessel, L Graduate

June 13-14 KDEA Western Dressage Show Kansas State Fairgrounds

USEF/WDAA/AQHA recognized Judge: Julie Haugen, “R” WD
July 11 KDEA Schooling Show Location TBA Judge: Holly
’ Luke , L Graduate

Sept 12 KDEA Schooling Show At Eagle View Equestrian. Judge: Sherry
Guess, L Graduate (clinic to follow on
Sunday at Capall

Nov 6-8 Rider Biomechanics Clinic Alejandra Gonzales (sponsored by Capall)

All shows offer both Western and English Dressage, and Eventing Dressage Tests. You can also ride
Working Equitation dressage tests. KDEA does not own a set of jumps to run our own Combined Tests
(and they are difficult to store, as well as transport from facility to facility, and then set up and tear
down) so KDEA recognizes scores earned at Combined Tests and Horse Trials run by local barns. We
are working this year to get Eventing back into our show schedule , so stay tuned!

KDEA Meetings — Educational Topics. So far this year, the Education committee has planned the
following for our Tuesday KDEA meetings:

February 3rd "From Feed Room to Finish Line: Optimizing Equine Nutrition"

April 7™: “April Fools! The Good, the Bad, and the ‘White Lies’ in Horse Photos”

Natalie Petz - Article in AQHA Journal. Check out the Nov/Dec issue of the AQHA Journal for an
article entitled “The $5 Horse” featuring KDEA’s own Natalie Petz and her Faded Hotrodder. The

article is on Page 184, and can be found at this link:
htips://aghadigital.panoramac.com/OHJ/OHJDM/2025 11/html/Pair.php?p=184&vc=0

If you are featured in a magazine, have an interesting story to tell, or have earned an award or
recognition, we want to know about it! Send to Susan Lang for inclusion in an upcoming newsletter.

Microchip Rule. After repeatedly discussing this topic in past newsletters, the USEF received a
request for a Presidential Modification to delay implementation of the “Microchip Rule” until 12/1/26.
It seems that although USEF had published the microchip requirement several years back, at the last




minute several USEF affiliate breed organizations decided that they didn’t have enough time to
implement the rule in their breed organization. Therefore, the rule, although “on the books” with an
effective date of 12/1/25, has been postponed until 12/1/26.

The USEF strongly recommends that competitors still microchip their horses and record their numbers
in the USEF database, so that if a disease outbreak occurs at a show, horses at that show can be tracked,
found, and advised of potential exposure to a contagious disease.

Horse Welfare/Protection Information — available on USEF website. Check out various
presentations on the USEF website that discuss horse welfare, including responsibilities of coaches and
trainers, and what stewards/Tds are watching for at horse shows. Go to www.usef.org and click on
Horse Welfare

Reminder — Peacock Stirrups (the ones with the rubber bands on one side) are no longer legal at
USEF shows (and it is suggested that they not be used at KDEA shows). The issue is that if the rubber
band breaks (or pops off as designed when a fall occurs) the branch on the stirrup can catch on clothing
or in a rider’s groin or arm area, causing significant injury. There are various models of “safety
stirrups” available that do not have any “protrusion” on which clothing or body parts could catch. If
you Google “USEF Safety Stirrups” you will see a list of available safety stirrups that meet these
requirements.

Blanket Repair — Contact Doris Sloan if you have a blanket that needs repair. She has an arrangement
with Woodard Mercantile in Andover for drop off and pick up of your blankets. She can be reached at
720-588-5718 for additional information/

KDEA Awards Program — You might be missing out?

Check out the Certificate of Achievement and Medals Program for KDEA. You may have earned an
award...and not even know that you are eligible to apply for it. There is no fee for these awards, and no
registration. These awards are over your lifetime (not annual awards). We will be discussing this
program at the next KDEA meeting and will be proposing that these Certificates and Medals be “carved
out” of the Year End awards and be awarded at the August meeting.

KDEA Dressage Certificate of Achievement and Medal Program

Note: When you complete the requirement for any of these awards, you should email the Awards Chair
(info@eagleviewequestrian.com) identifying the Certificate or Medal for which you are applying, and submit the
supporting scores.

The Dressage medals program is designed to promote riding excellence among our membership. This
award is different from all the other awards offered by the association in that it is not an annual award,
and the member/rider is not competing against others for this award. The member only needs to
complete the requirements of each level to achieve this award, and scores can be earned on multiple
horses over many years. You must be a member of KDEA at the time you earn and submit your scores.



Qualifving Scores for the Medals and Certificate may be submitted from

KDEA Schooling Shows Other local schooling shows
USDF/USEF Recognized dressage shows
Only ONE On line score can be submitted

Certificate of Achievement: This award is for Training Level and requires three scores of 60.000% or
better. The tests must be ridden before at least two different judges at two different competitions. (See
following pages for Western Certificate program)

Medals: These awards are given for First Level through Fourth Level and require 3 scores or better of
60.000% at each level. FEI Level requires scores of 57%. These tests, at each level, must be ridden
before at least 2 judges and at 2 or more competitions.

=  Bronze Medal: First and Second Level
B Silver Medal: Third and Fourth Level
B Gold Medal: FEI Levels — 57%

KDEA Western Certificate of Achievement and Medals

The Western Certificate program is designed to promote riding excellence among our membership.
This award is different from all the other awards offered by the association in that it is not an annual
award, and the member/rider is not competing against others for this award. The member only needs to
complete the requirements of each level to achieve this award, and scores can be earned on multiple
horses over many years. You must be a member of KDEA at the time you earn and submit your scores.

Qualifving Scores for Medals and Certificates may be submitted from

KDEA Schooling Shows Other local schooling shows
USDF/USEF Recognized dressage shows
Only ONE on line score can be submitted

Certificate of Achievement: This award is for Basic and requires three scores of 60.000% or better.
The tests must be ridden before at least two different judges at two different competitions.

Medals: These awards are given for Level 1 through Level 4 and require 3 scores or better of 60.000%
at each level. These tests, at each level, must be ridden before at least 2 judges and at 2 or more

competitions.
Bronze Medal: Level 1 and Level 2
Silver Medal: Level 3 and Level 4

KDEA Eventing Certificate of Achievement and Medal Program

This Eventing Medal Program is designed, like the Dressage Medal Program, to promote excellence
among our membership. The member only needs to complete the desired requirements of each level to
obtain it and then move on.



If at the end of the year you have obtained the requirements for Blue Ribbon award then you send in
the test sheets and final scores for that level. If you wish to receive a medal, Beginner Novice silver,
for example, then those sheets/scores need to be sent in and YOU state what you wish to receive.
Again, remember this rolls over from year to year until you achieve an award, then you are eligible for
the next level.

CERTIFICATE OF ACHIEVEMENT is awarded to STARTER and BEGINNER NOVICE
Requirement: Completion of 3 events (can be on different horses) regardless of final score/placing.
You must have COMPLETED the event. (either CT or 3 phase event)

BLUE RIBBON AWARD:
Requirement: 1% — 3™ place in 3 DIFFERENT events as horse/rider pair in Starter through
Intermediate. (either CT or 3 phase event)

EVENTING MEDALS (3 phase horse trials — recognized or schooling)

REQUIREMENTS: Can be earned on multiple horses. Must have NO cross country jump faults (time
faults are OK)

A minimum of 3 events.

BEG.NOVICE: Bronze 50 or less total penalty points (Abbrev: tpp), Silver 45 or less tpp,Gold 35 or
less tpp
NOVICE: Bronze 45 or less tpp .Silver 40 or less tpp, Gold 35 or less ttp

TRAINING:  Bronze 50 or less tpp, Silver 45 or less, Gold 35 or less tpp
PRELIM: Bronze 55 or less tpp, Silver 45 or less tpp, Gold 40 or less tpp

USDF ANNUAL CONVENTION

Lexington, KY. December 4-6, 2025 — by Christina Harmon (Central
Plains Dressage member)

The USDF Annual Convention took place in Lexington, KY this year and was a jam-
packed event! This was only my 3" time to attend the USDF convention and I am
always amazed at the amount of education and fun that can be packed in to a 3- day
event! If you have never attended a USDF Convention...I highly recommend it! It is
very educational with lots of good talks on all sorts of subjects, and you get an inside
look at how the USDF governance works for you.



We started the meeting off by listening to the different committee meetings. Throughout
the year the committees meet (usually via Zoom) to work on different topics such as
Administrative, Historical, GMO committee, etc. These committees work hard at
planning and implementing programs within USDF. I learned that the Historical
committee is responsible for looking over USDF’s historical records to nominate
members for Lifetime Awards.

Next, we moved on to Regional Meetings. This is where each region broke out into
groups to hold an in-person meeting for members to discuss activities and any issues that
might be going on within the region. We also heard from the Dressage Foundation’s
representatives where they updated us on expanded Adult Amateur grants that will be
available and changes to the Teaching Excellence Award.

We heard from USEF during the Competition Open Forum on “Trending Topics in the
Sport and USEF Rule Changes”. This session goes over the many rule changes that are
pertinent to dressage competition. There is often discussion on why some of the rules
were developed and an opportunity to ask questions or gather clarification. There are
too many rule changes to list here, but to find a complete list of the rule changes for the
2026 show season...you can visit the USEF website at www.USEF.org and click on
Compete, then Rulebook.

Throughout the weekend we listened to several fascinating educational sessions. Janet
Foy, William Warren and Dr. Jane Manfredi presented a session called “You Be the
Judge”. This is a fun session where you are able to view and judge a dressage test, then
see how your scores compare to the actual judges. There is full access to this session on
the USDF website! The Book Club met and discussed Beth Baumert’s newest book
“How Two Minds Meet”. To put focus on the rider and rider’s fitness we heard from
Coach Tony Sandoval who is a fitness coach in his session “Assessment and Training of
the Dressage Athlete”. Coach Sandoval gave us some exercises that we can use to help
correct asymmetries in the rider and help with balance. He offers online coaching as
well! “Natural Disaster Preparation, Response and Recovery” was presented by Dr.
Katie Flynn. She gave us great insight into what is needed for a plan to have on hand in
case of a natural disaster. She covered what to include in the plan, and to make sure that
everyone involved knows what the plan includes, along with practicing the plan before a
disaster strikes. “Endocrine Disease and the Equine Athlete was presented by Dr. Jane
Manfredi. Dr. Manfredi is from Michigan State and is chair of the Mary Anne McPhail
center for Equine Sports Medicine. This was a fantastic session that included key
differences in horses that have Equine Metabolic Syndrome over PPID. She talked
about management strategies and medications that are on the market to help manage
weight loss in overweight horses along with things to watch out for in horses that could
possibly have EMS or PPID. As you can see...there was a LOT of education!!!



A big portion of the USDF Convention is the Board of Governors meetings or BOG.
This is where we review things like the upcoming strategic plan, how membership is
doing, how are the competitions doing and education. Are we on track for our plan? We
also vote on the leaders for the upcoming year or any by-law changes. One of the most
exciting parts of the BOG is the drawings of the GMO Baskets. The GMO baskets are
baskets donated by GMO’s from around the country and they are beautiful!!! You have
to be present at the BOG in order to win a basket (if your name is drawn and you’re not
there...they will draw another name!). GMOQO’s can also receive a GMO award for the
best basket! Speaking of awards...GMO awards are usually given out on the second day
of the BOG meeting.

Finally...the Salute Gala is the final evening of the Annual Convention. This Gala
honors those that have received distinguished awards, such as bronze medals, breed
awards and Lifetime Achievement Awards. This year Sarah Jane Martin and Robert
Higgins both earned Lifetime Achievement Awards for their commitment and dedication
to the sport of dressage throughout their lifetime. Mary Anne McPhail was inducted into
the Roemer Foundation/USDF Hall of Fame.

As you can see, the USDF Convention is a full event!!! It is a lot of fun, a lot of
education and a great experience. I only scratched the surface of the amount of
information we covered this year! I hope you are able to attend. Next year, the USDF
Convention will be held December 3-5, 2026 in Lexington, KY.

Submitted by Christina Harmon

Member Profiles

Kirsten Ornelas

At what age did you get first horse? 6 years of age

What was name, breed and how old? Chewy (like Chewbacca, she was so fluffy). She
was a 25 year old Welsh cob mare.

Best trait: wonderful schoolmaster/teacher

Worst trait: Played in water bucket and made a huge mess

When did you start taking riding lessons? What discipline: Hunter Jumper at age 8
How old were you when you competed in your first show? Age 10 in Hunter/Jumper.

Natalie Parnell
At what age did you get first horse? 12 years



What was name, breed and how old? Sandi Magic, Arabian, 19 years old

Best trait: All around extraordinaire

Worst trait: Rolling in water

When did you start taking riding lessons? 23 years

How old were you when you competed in your first show? Age 13, 4H county fair

Becky Rolph

At what age did you get first horse? 10 years old

What was name, breed and how old? Licorice Twist, Appendix, Age unknown
Best trait: Patience

Worst trait:

When did you start taking riding lessons? What discipline: 9 years old, eventing
How old were you when you competed in your first show? 10 years, eventing

Hillary Akers

At what age did you get first horse? 8 years of age

What was name, breed and how old? Rambur Superstition, Welse Section A, 4 years old
Best trait: ?

Worst trait: Total pony vibes

When did you start taking riding lessons? What discipline: 5 years, English Hunt Seat
How old were you when you competed in your first show? Age 9, walk trot, hunt seat
pleasure



