KDEA E Newsletter - Late March 2026
) ( KDEA Mission Statement .) (

KDEA serves the South Central Kansas dressage and eventing
community by providing educational, social, and competitive

opportunities that promote a harmonious partnership between
K DE A horse and rider K DE A

KDEA Officers and Board 2026

President: Susan Lang smlang2@cox.net

Vice President: Kim Miller info@eagleviewequestrian.com
Secretary Jennifer Larsen ejl1225@yahoo.com

Treasurer: Hillary Akers hsmatzen@gmail.com

Board: Cassie Black, Cyndi Harris, Marty Foster-Dennett, Becky Rolph, Karen Pool, Kelli Wolf, Mia
Scott- Jr.

Committees

Education: Jessica Ptak-Hooker, Chair; Marie Maloney, Cassie Black, Gail Knoffloch
jessica.ptak1993@gmail.com

Competition: Susan Lang, Chair, Marty Dennett, Cynthia Moriarty, Valerie Grinko, Eloise Melton
smlang2(@cox.net

Awards: Kim Miller, Chair; Haley Kottler
info@eagleviewequestrian.com

Publicity: Kim Miller (Website), Susan Lang (newsletter), Cassie Black (Facebook)
Membership: Charlotte Pinkall, Chair, pinkallc@gmail.com

Volunteer: Marty Foster Dennett, Chair; Sanja Veljacic
shobewalkin@gmail.com

Scholarship: Shana Drake, Chair; Kelli Wolf, Cyndi Harris.
sdranch88@gmail.com

Nominating: To Be Determined for 2026
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President’s Message. Hello all! Well, this weather has been a bit challenging to say the least; I hope
you and your horses have survived these spikes and plunges in temperature. On the bright side, the
Ride A Test was a success, with beautiful weather on Saturday, and a bit of wind (ok a lot of wind) on
Sunday. Hopefully those who participated received some good feedback regarding their test of choice
and then had the opportunity to learn from their instructor. Thank you to Marie Maloney, Cassie Black
and Susan Lang for their work on this Ride a Test. Thanks also to Marty Dennett, Anne Stephens and




Susan who trained new scribes Eloise Melton, Stephanie Courington, Karen Pool and Teresa Kelly.
The scribes also learned how to score tests. If you are interested in learning to scribe or score, please
contact Susan (smlang2@cox.net) as we always have the ability to train folks at our schooling shows.
And, thanks to Marty Dennett, who is a manager in training for the April KDEA schooling show!

Our next big event is the Alejandra Gonzalez clinic on March 26, 27, 28, 29. On March 26™ at 6:30,
come to Capall Stables (3400 S 143" St E) for an unmounted rider biomechanics INTERACTIVE
session. Bring your yoga mat (or a heavy towel), and be prepared to learn about your breath, your
muscles, your balance and your center....and how they affect your horse’s posture and performance.
Ale is guaranteed to keep us interested and entertained as we LEARN. And if you aren’t physically
able to do the mat work...that is fine...you can come and still LEARN from others! There is a $10 audit
fee to be paid at the door.

The Alejandra clinic schedule is available on the KDEA website and is seen later in this newsletter.

KDEA Schooling Show — April 11, 2026 at Eagle View Equestrian. Entries due by April 4®! The
judge for this show is Kay Kamish from Oklahoma, and the online entry form is now available on the
KDEA website. Please enter online (paying by Paypal or Venmo) or if you want to mail a check, you
need to print the entry form and mail your check. Online entry complete once paid and “submitted.”
Paper entry not complete until form and check are received by manager. Please note that Paypal fee
has been raised to $3.00 as many of our entries had Paypal fees that were higher than what we were
collecting...

KDEA Meeting: Tuesday, April 7" at 6:30 pm. Location to be announced...stay tuned.
Those who are Board or Officers who cannot attend should let Secretary Jennifer Larsen know of your
intended absence. Jennifer email: ejl1225@yahoo.com.

KDEA Kansas Dressage and Eventing Association I!
2026 Dates - Updated 2/5/26 KDEA

Date Event Location/Judge

March 26 Unmounted Rider Biomechanics  Capall Stables
Lecture at Capall Stables. All welcome
$10.00 audit fee payable at door

March 27-29 Biomechanics Dressage Clinic Alejandra Gonzales clinic

April 11 KDEA Schooling Show At Eagle View Equestrian. Judge: Kay
Kamish, L Graduate

May 9 KDEA Schooling Show At Three Wooden Crosses. Judge: TBA



June 13-14 KDEA Western Dressage Show Kansas State Fairgrounds
USEF/WDAA/AQHA recognized Judge: Julie Haugen, “R” WD

July 11 KDEA Schooling Show Location: Hooker Arena, Douglass
Judge: Holly Luke, L Graduate

Sept 12 KDEA Schooling Show At Eagle View Equestrian. Judge: Sherry
Guess, L Graduate (clinic to follow on
Sunday at Capall)

Nov 6-8 Rider Biomechanics Clinic Alejandra Gonzales (sponsored by KDEA)

All shows offer both Western and English Dressage, and Eventing Dressage Tests. You can also ride
Working Equitation dressage tests. KDEA does not own a set of jumps to run our own Combined Tests
(and they are difficult to store, as well as transport from facility to facility, and then set up and tear
down) so KDEA recognizes scores earned at Combined Tests and Horse Trials run by local barns. We
are also holding our first Combined Test (Dressage plus Stadium) at the July show. Note that all
dressage classes which can be run in a 20x40 arena will also be offered at this show.

KDEA Meetings — Educational Topics.

4/7/2026: April Fools! The Good, the Bad, and the ‘White Lies’ in Horse Photos!

6/2/2026: Balanced Rider, Happy Horse: Saddle Fitting with Paige Strait

8/4/2026: Chakras or Chemistry? Eastern vs. Western Vet Medicine for Horses

10/6/2026: Covered from Head to Hoof: A Guide for Insuring Your Horse with Bailey Jo Lacy of
Remuda Insurance Group

Alejandra Gonzalez Clinic Times:

Thursday, March 26th

01:30:00 PM Marie Maloney English 2nd/3rd

02:15:00 PM Susan Lang English 1st Level

03:00:00 PM Sarah Pryor Western Basic/Level 1
End: 3:45

06:30:00 PM Unmounted Lecture at Capall

Friday March 27th

09:15:00 AM Kelli Wolf and Karen Pool Western Level 1

10:15:00 AM Cyndi Harris and and Evan Black Western Level 2/3

11:15:00 AM Susan Lang English First Level
Lunch

12:45:00 PM Jana Howell New pony

01:30:00 PM Lynne Brown Trail Riding

02:15:00 PM Cassie Black Eng/West 3rd
Break 3:00

03:15:00 PM Anne Stephens Western Basic



04:15:00 PM Kelli Barge
05:15:00 PM Tiffany Moore
End 6:00
Saturday March 28th
08:30:00 AM Jessica Hodes
09:15:00 AM Kelli Wolf/Gracie Bishop
10:15:00 AM Emerson Westhoff
11:00:00 AM Hillary Akers/Cyndi Harris
Lunch
12:45:00 PM Anne Stephens and Karen Pool
01:45:00 PM Lisa Cooper
Break
02:45:00 PM Carrie Garon/Jessi Zerr
03:45:00 PM Kelli Barge / Gail Knoffloch
End 4:45

Sunday March 29th
08:30:00 AM Jessica Hodes
09:15:00 AM Kelli Wolf/Hillary Akers
10:15:00 AM Tiffany Moore/Sarah Pryor
11:15:00 AM Lisa Cooper
Lunch
12:45:00 PM Emerson Westhoft
01:30:00 PM Analise Romey
02:15:00 PM Marie Maloney/Susan Lang
Break
03:30:00 PM Anne Stephens and Haley Garon
04:30:00 PM Kelli Barge

Jumper/Training Level
English First Level

Eng 3rd/4th — new pony
Western — Basic/Level 1
Working Equ — Level 5
Western Level 3

Western Basic, Level 1
English Intrro

Training Level
Green Horses

English 4th Level
Western Level 1, Level 3
Training/First

English Intro

Working Equ — Level 5
English Intro/Training
English First/Second

Western/Engl Basic/Tr
Eventing (Green Horse)

KDEA Hutchinson USEF Western Dressage Show. So, if you know of anyone or any business that
might be interested in sponsoring a class at the Hutchinson show, providing product or services for the
raffle/silent auction....please contact Susan or Eloise.

Member Profiles

If you have not filled out a Member Bio, please contact Susan at smlang2@cox.net and she will send you one to fill out.
There is now a 2" edition to fill out...so if you have done the first one about your early horse ownership, ask for the 2" one
and learn more about your fellow KDEA members.

Kelli Wolf

Two favorite horse books as a child and do you own a copy:

#1 Ride with the Wind — yes, own a copy and learned about the Foundation Arabian.

#2 The Black Stallion by Walter Farley — yes, own a copy, and loved how the Black took care of Alec
all through the book.

Favorite Horse Movie: As a kid, The Black Stallion and as an adult Secretariat. I loved the Black
Stallion being brought to the big screen, and I learned the story of the amazing Secretariat.

Favorite FB Page related to horses: WDAA Social Corral, as I get to see what everyone is doing
through the year.



Marty Dennett
e Two favorite horse books as a child and do you own a copy:
#1 The Black Stallion by Walter Farley (yes, own one), and liked it because of horses!
#2 The Black Stallion Series by Walter Farley (yes own all) and same reason — Horses!
Favorite Horse Movie: Secretariat, because I loved the build up to the Kentucky Derby and the 23
length win in Belmont.
Favorite FB Page related to horses: Don Quichot foals because all are brothers and sisters to my boys
King and Saint.

Susan Lang
Two favorite horse books as a child and do you own a copy:
#1 Misty of Chincoteague by Marguerite Henry, yes I own a copy, and liked learning about the Pony
Penning Days on the island, and the two kids who loved the ponies.
#2 Smoky the Cowhorse by Will James, yes own a copy (several) and loved the writing and his own
illustrations.
Favorite Horse Movie: The Horse in the Grey Flannel Suit (Disney) with Aspercel the horse, Dean
Jones and Suzanne Pleshette. Funny movie, Disney style.
Favorite FB Page related to horses: Beck’s Nairn — anatomy and physiology of horses and how it
affects their performance.
e FYI-TIhave an extensive collection of children/young adult horse books, so if you have one
you would like to read or see again, ask me if I have it (if you are in the, say, over 55 age
bracket...as I know nothing about Saddle Club, or the newer kid’s books).

Sarah Pryor

Two favorite horse books as a child and do you own a copy:

#1 — The Billy and Blaze Books by C.W. Anderson

#2 The Thoroughbred Series (A Horse Called Wonder) by Joanna Campbell.

Favorite Horse Movie: The Horse in the Grey Flannel Suit (Disney), Dean Jones and Suzanne
Pleshette.

Favorite FB Page related to horses: Hmm. Don’t know as I look at many.

Marilyn Lee

At what age did you get your first horse/pony? Age 14

What was its name, what breed, and how old? Bandit, 12 year old TB/Saddlebred cross

Best trait: Gentle

Worst Trait: Abundant energy!

At what age did you first start taking riding lessons and what discipline? Age 25, basic riding.
How old were you when you competed in your first show and what discipline? Age 16, eventing



