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October 2025 President’s Message

It is hard to believe that we are finished with the 2025 show season! This year has brought about a
lot of change for our KDEA community. Several members have new horses and will be starting new
journeys. We also embrace our members who have lost long time partners and are searching for new
goals and a new purpose.

That is the interesting thing about the process with horses. We can set goals, work toward them,
make the changes that can open doors and still not get that final piece. But with horses all things are
building blocks. What we learn one month, or year, can make even bigger things happen later.

KDEA has had some amazing opportunities this year. We have hosted 3 schooling shows and a Two
Day Western Dressage Lite show. We hosted Alejandra Gonzolez from Costa Rica for our
Biomechanics Symposium and are looking forward to her coming back this fall to continue the journey
she started with many of our riders and auditors. And we are looking forward to more educational
opportunities and get-togethers over the next few months.

The KDEA membership year ends on November 30th so please be thinking about your membership
for 2026. I am honored to have KDEA President for three years and am looking forward to being
involved as a board member in 2026. KDEA has a great slate of officers for next year and I look
forward to all that they will bring to this organization. Thank you all for your encouragement and
support through my tenure as President and I am excited for what 2026 will bring.

Cassie Black, KDEA President

Nominations for 2026 Officers and Board: A number of our officers for 2025 have reached their (3
year) term limits, so we have some newly nominated officers for 2026. Those who are leaving officer
positions are, per KDEA bylaws, placed on the list of Board members for their year after they step
down from the officer position. Tthe Treasurer position is excepted from the 3-year term limit, and
Hillary Akers has agreed to continue on as Treasurer unless another qualified nominee is presented for
vote at the election meeting. Nominating committee members Marie Maloney and Haley Kottler
provided the following list at the October meeting. These nominations will be again declared at the
December KDEA meeting, and will then be voted upon. Nominations are allowed from the floor at the
time of the election meeting, but those who are nominated must be KDEA members in good standing,
have actively participated in KDEA functions in previous years, and must be able to commit to
attending bi-monthly meetings and supporting KDEA functions throughout the year.

President: Susan Lang

Vice President: Kim Miller

Secretary: Jennifer Larsen

Treasurer: Hillary Akers

Board: Cassie Black, Cyndi Harris, Jennifer Thuener (all 3 leaving officer positions, so automatically
transferred to Board for 2026), Marty Dennett, Becky Rolph, Jackie Schwartz, Karen Pool, Kelli Wollf,
Mia Scott (Jr)

The KDEA December Holiday Meeting and Elections will be held Tuesday, December 2™ at Capall
Baile Stables with potluck soup on the menu.

Next KDEA Meeting: As stated above, the next KDEA meeting is December 2™, 2025 at 6:30 pm at
Capall Baile, 3400 S 143" ST E, Wichita, KS 67230. Please RSVP to Cassie with respect to what soup



or soup-side (crackers, cheese, etc) you are bringing. Susan will bring her sheet cake for all to enjoy.
This will be our election meeting and will also serve as our social get together for year end (Awards
presentation meeting will be in January).

KDEA Educational Event — Bitting Clinic with Kim Gentry. Well, the Bitting Clinic was a success!
Kim was very hand on with the auditors on Saturday (where we had more time and no plane to catch)
as we all got to put our hands in mouths and check for bars (size, any spurs/bumps), size of tongue,
height of palate, fleshiness of palate, whether the teeth met evenly in front, and we also looked at facial
structure and how the bridle fit on the head and ears. We all learned a lot as Kim figured out which bits
might be best for each individual horse’s mouth structure and designated discipline. We had a new to
the area hunter/jumper rider come, eventers, dressage, western dressage, working equitation, and
pleasure riders take advantage of Kim’s knowledge. We also had 5 horses from Oklahoma who came
up for the clinic and for their riders to learn more about how proper bit fit can help their horse’s
comfort in performance. It was interesting to watch the transformation in some of the more schooled
horses (who knew how to come onto the bit and work) in how their topline changed, as well as the
actitvity in the hind end — all from the change of a bit. For those that were not as schooled, the
different bit gave the rider the better advantage to schooling the horse into a soft, over the topline frame.
Even if the horse was not yet schooled to consistently reach to contact, the bit choice gave the rider a
better training opportunity over the next months to teach their horse about proper contact and reach.
Thank you to Capall Baile for hosting, and to Marie Maloney for all the scheduling and bookwork to
make this clinic a success.

KDEA Show Dates — 2026 — The following are the dates for the KDEA shows for 2026. Locations will
be determined depending on what facilities are available on these dates. We are considering Three
Wooden Crosses, Eagleview, Antelope Creek, Kingman Rodeo Arena and Twin Creek Trails.

Dates for 2026:

Ride a Test: To be determined.

April 11" - Schooling Dressage (Western/English/Eventing) at Eagle View

May 10"

June 13-14 — KDEA USEF Lite Western Dressage at Hutchinson, KS

July 11

September 12, Schooling Dressage (Western/English/Eventing) at Eagle View

October - may try to schedule another if we can find a date that does not conflict within the region?

KDEA no longer owns any jumps (too difficult to store, transport to various facilities, keep maintained,
and have enough land at facilities to set up and tear down a course over 2 days). KDEA has relied on
other area barns to provide combined tests or horse trials to give our members experience with jumping.
KDEA does allow these scores to be counted toward KDEA year end awards.

Central Plains Dressage. Since many of you support the Central Plains shows, here are the
contemplated dates for 2026 for CPDS shows at Valley View Equestrian in Stillwater, OK:

March 21-22, June 20-21, Sept 6-6, Oct 24-25 -== USEF Recognized English

March 14-15, April 18-19, May 2-3, June 6-7, Aug 22-23, Oct 17=18, Dec 5-6 — Western Dressage
USEF Local Shows.

KDEA Awards — 2025. Please check the KDEA website for your Awards listing and the accounting of
your “points” accumulated throughout the year to qualify you for awards. If you do not have enough
points, remember that attending a meeting gives you points, as does writing an acceptable article for the




newsletter. If you have any questions about scores and points shown on the KDEA website, contact
Kim Miller (scores) or Marty Dennett (points).

If you have any ideas about practical items for 2025 awards, Kim Miller and Haley Kottler would like
to hear from you! Boot bags, garment bags, ribbon racks, collapsible wheelbarrows...were all
mentioned. They would like your input!

Awards 2026. There are some contemplated changes for awards for 2026, including that those who
only show at Recognized shows (not KDEA schooling shows) will fill out a separate form and pay a
“nomination fee” to be included in KDEA Awards. KDEA wants our members to support our
schooling shows by participating, but we also recognize that some of our members contribute to KDEA
in ways other than showing at schooling shows and deserve to be recognized for their accomplishments
in the show ring even if not in KDEA shows. In a perfect world, KDEA would be able to host both
Recognized and Schooling shows, but there are not enough weekends in the year, facilities to host,
members and “out of towners” to attend as competitors, and volunteers to staff. So — KDEA does what
it does well...which is offer schooling dressage shows but support other barns’ activities which include
jumping.

Scholarship Opportunities. Check out the KDEA website for KDEA Grant applications — which are
due in by November 15, You could be eligible for a schoarship....get your application in now to be
considered for money that you can use toward showing or an educational event.

Show Preparation...Look Your Best. When riding at a schooling show or recognized show, put the
finishing touches on your appearance by making sure that your hair is pulled back and “tidy” under
your hardhat or western hat. Many times, you can use a hairnet, a pony tail holder, a hair
bow/scrunchie to put that final touch for the judge to see. There is not a score (or deduction) for
presentation in Western Dressage/English Dressage/Eventing (but there is in Working Eq) but why not
look your best so that the judge focuses on your horse’s performance and harmony?

Western Dressage World Show — September 2025. Well, a fair number of KDEA members went to the
Western Dressage World show this year and had some amazing rides and great times with friends.
KDEA was well-represented in the ribbons and in Champions/Reserve slots at the show.

Cyndi Harris on Docs Blonde Dollie, owned by Michelle Stein
Level 1 & 2 Open Division Res Champion

Level 1 Test 4 Res Champion

Level 2 Test 1 Champion

Cyndi Harris on Big N Bright owned by Michelle Stein
Level 2 Open 5t overall

Level 3 Open 3 overall

Level 2 Test 2 Res Champion

Level 2 Test 4 Res Champion

Level 3 Test 2 Res Champion

Cyndi Harris on Thor Boon Cat owned by Karen Pool
Basic Level Open Division Champion



Test 2 Res Champion
Test 3 Champion

Natalie Petz and Faded Hotrodder:
Amateur Level 1 Test 1 — Reserve Champion
Amateur Level 1 Test 2 — World Champion
Amateur Level 1 Test 4 — World Champion
Amateur Basic Test 1 — Reserve Champion
Amateur Basic Test 4 — Champion

Level 1 Amateur Overall World Champion

Karen Pool on Bob’s Packin’ Sugar

Reserve Amateur Basic Champion

Silver Spur Award (highest score for horse/rider combined age over 75)
Amateur Basic 1 — 10", Basic 2 — Reserve Champion, Basic 3 — 3" Basic 4 —

Valarie Bowbly on Flash
Open Intro 4 — Placed 8" with a personal best of 70%

Cassie Black on Haley Kottler’s My Three Crystals
Open Level 2 Test 1,2.3 - 8" place. Open Level 2 Test 4 - 6 place.
8" place overall Open Level 2.

Haley Kottler on My Three Crystals

Intro Basic Freestyle — Overall High Point

Intro Basic Freestyle — Amateur World Champion
Amateur Level 1 Test 3 — Reserve World Champion
Amateur Level 1 Test 4 — 3™

Amateur Level 1 Test 2 - 7% place

Amateur Division Level 1 Overall = Fourth Place

Sarah Pryor on Gunnin For Roses DS
Amateur Level 1 Test 1 -= Champion
Amateur Level 1 Test 2 — Reserve Champion
Amateur Level 1 Test 3 — Champion
Amateur Level 1 Test 4 - 5

Amateur Level 1 Overall Reserve Champion

Sarah Pryor on Mister Manhattan DS

High Score Half Arabian Award

Amateur Intro Test 1 — (no placing with a 55%) - bug eyed and scared of arena!
Amateur Intro Test 2 - 8 place with a 72% (redeemed himself)

Amateur Intro Test 3 - 3 place

Amateur Intro Test 4 - 6™ place

Amateur Intro Overall - 4% Place

Cassie Black on Lisa Cooper's Mossrose Noblesse - Rode Intro 2 and 4, and had a great schooling
experience for a young horse at her first show.



Lori Lockhart on Cat
Amateur Intro 1 - 10™ place — out of VERY large classses of over 35 entries at this level.
Amateur Intro 2,3,4 — 15", 19" and 16™

Hillary Akers on OTC Ayasha (Stella)

2" Level Freestyle Reserve World Champion
5™ Overall Amateur Level 2

Level 2 Tests 1,2,3,4 — 8" 4™ 5t and 6,

Scribe perspective: I (Susan Lang) scribed at World for judge Joanne Coy. In the 4 days, she judged
261 rides, which totaled 4698 individual scores that she gave. 3693 of those scores were in the body of
the test, and 95% of those had comments that I wrote onto the dressage test. Joanne gave 1305
collective scores, and came up with 261 final remarks to assist the rider with their progression in their
level. She also stood up and down 261 x 2 = 522 times as riders came down centerline at the beginning
and end of the tests. So....the next time you see a judge (whether English or Western) realize the
amount of concentration and focus that is needed for the sheer number of scores given at a show. There
may not be that many numbers on each of your tests...but they add up as the rides go on each day.

And if you have not yet taken a stab at scribing....you can do so at KDEA schooling shows. You just
have to have decent handwriting, be able to write quickly, and having a familiarity with the tests is also
helpful. You too can learn to scribe! Just as Susan...and she’ll get you up to speed on scribing.

Member Accomplishments (not related to Western Dressage World Show)

Shana Drake and Watch This GI Joe (Joey) I received an American Quarter Horse Association
"Amateur Performance Register Of Merit" Award this year

Kelli Wolf and Jacoby earned Horse Lifetime Awards of Bronze Silver and Gold Medals from Western
Dressage Association.

Thank you to Kim Miller. A big THANK YOU to Kim Miller for power washing and cleaning up the
dressage arena at the end of the year. After our canceled (muddy) show at Three Wooden Crosses, our
arena needed a power wash for winter storage. Although Kim offered this as a volunteer opportunity
for award year points, she had no takers and ended up doing the job herself. Thank you Kim for our
clean and tidy arena, all stored away for the winter.

When Two Worlds Overlap

Two world shows in 3 weeks. If you think that's |
crazy, well you'd be right! Western Dressage
World Show is something I look forward to
every single year. My favorite part is watching
my friends show and grow as horsemen, I love
watching them succeed but also watching them
fail and learn from it and come back stronger.
This year was unique though as it was the first
year I was able to take my own horse. And
while I only rode one test, | made sure it was the &
best I'd ever ridden and it reflected in my score. S S e
I earned my personal best and was placed 8thin I
a class of 20 professionals.




After spending months preparing for both shows simultaneously I was afraid I wasn't ready for either
world caliber show, but the intimidation factor tripled when we off-loaded at the venue in Illinois for
the Clydesdale World Show. Six hundred and seventy four of the best of the worlds Clydesdales were
within three city blocks of little old me and the horses I was showing. And if you're a math nerd like me
that's close to 25% of the entire population of registered Clydesdales on the planet!

Realistically the CWS was like any other horse show. 4am barn calls to feed and water and clean stalls
so there was time to wash the horses and braid them before 8am show time, meals out of a cooler eaten
on the run between classes, hurry up and get ready only to stand and wait 30 minutes for the previous
class to finish, food trucks, specialized vendors, etc. However, logistically it's completely different than
any other type of show. At one point there was 18 six horse hitches, each about 55 feet long, that had to
not only navigate the narrow city streets that make up the venue but make the turn to get into the arena
all at the same time. I challenge anyone to be able to coordinate that! And working with that many
enormous horses there's extremely high risks of accidents, but thankfully there was only one the whole
week and neither horse nor driver or anyone else was injured.

My favorite part of this show was of course the dressage demonstration where I got to watch a beautiful
Clyde doing Grand Prix movements and delighting the crowd, his rider making it look effortless. It
renewed my drive to further Flash's education because I want to feel a draft size canter pirouette! There
will not be another Clydesdale world show in the US for 16 years. But maybe....just maybe I can ride a
test there when it does?

As for showing, I was entered in 4 classes. Two that judge the horse/horses and two that were driver
skill classes. The two classes that judged the horses we knew going into that I didn't have the caliber of
horses to place but we held our own and finished middle of the pack, the goal being to get the owners
breeding program in front of an audience that mattered and not to place. The two driver skill classes
were packed full of amazing teamsters from all over the world and I went in with no expectations, only
to have fun and again show off the diversity of the breeders program.

But to my absolute surprise and shock I won both classes! Doing two victory laps at that level is
something I'll cherish forever. So was doing two world shows that close together insane? Absolutely!
But was it worth it? Also 100% yes!

2025 WDAA World Show Judge Education Training
By: Anne Stephens

I attended the 2025 Western Dressage Association of America (WDAA) Judge Education Training
this past September to complete a requirement in my “r” (recorded) United States Equestrian
Federation/WDAA Judge journey. There were seven ladies in my training — four looking for their
promotion to “R” (registered) and three of us newbies looking to obtain our “r”. As a refresher, “R”
judges are licensed to judge all levels and classes offered by WDAA, where “r” judges are only
licensed to judge rail classes and Intro, Basic and Level 1.

The week started off on Tuesday with rail classes. Our clinicians, Cindy Butler and Lynn Newton,
started off by discussing the different rail classes (Suitability, Hack, Equitation on the Rail,
Horsemanship, and Combined Horsemanship) and the requirements for each. Then, we watched a few
classes while Cindy orally judged them and talked about the different horse and rider pairs in each class.
Then we judged a few classes ourselves and discussed our results and what we had seen. This same
pattern of Cindy oral judging, then us judging continued throughout the day. In the Suitability, Hack
and Equitation on the rail classes, Cindy recommended that we watch the horses as they come in and



mark down our first impressions — are they in the top, middle or bottom of the class. As the horses
work through the required movements you move them up or down depending on how well (or not) they
are doing. Contrary to traditional roundy round classes, breaks in gait will not necessarily drop you to
the bottom of the class. However, posting the jog in an Equitation class WILL get you to the bottom of
the card regardless of what other horses do.

The remainder of the show, we judged roughly 5 rides at different levels ourselves, scored and
placed them, then compared our scores and placings with Cindy’s as the official judge for our program.
Our scores and placings were never compared with the official ring judges since we had different
viewpoints and saw different things. I was somewhat surprised at just how much I could see, even
watching the rides from slightly off center. Having the advantage of height helped quite a bit though
(we were up in the stands trying to be as unobtrusive as possible). For the most part, I was able to
match up the placings with Cindy fairly well and only botched a few times — and those were mostly at
the upper levels that I’'m not expected to be able to judge yet.

Overall, the program was very well put together. I really appreciated the positive, encouraging and
educational aspect of it. No questions were looked down on and in fact, questions were encouraged.
Cindy and Lynn truly want to see you succeed as a judge and were there to help you “fix” any holes
that they saw.

I was quite ecstatic that I passed the program and will be starting the final step of the application
process shortly — taking and hopefully passing an on-line video exam. Assuming I pass the video exam,
I’ll need to get approved by the WDAA and USEF Licensed Officials Committee and should hear back
with a decision in mid-February 2026.

Thanks to KDEA for the scholarship to help support my judging journey!

Local Horse Blanket Cleaning and Repair. 1f you are in the Wichita area and need work done on a
horse blanket, contact Goody4Shoes (Doris Sloan). She can wash blankets, do repairs, apply water
repellant. She has pick up locations in the Wichita area (Woddard Mercantile in Andover). For more
information contact Doris at 720-588-5718.

US Equestrian and United States Eventing Association Announce New USEF/USEA Eventing
Dressage Tests

Lexington, Ky. - The United States Eventing Association (USEA) and US Equestrian (USEF) have
announced the publication of the new 2026 USEF/USEA Eventing Dressage Tests for Beginner Novice
through Advanced, effective December 1, 2025, through November 30, 2029.

The following tests have changes for the 2026 competition season.

Beginner Novice A Modified A
Novice A Modified B
Novice B Preliminary B
Training A Intermediate A
Training B Advanced A

All 2026 tests are published on the USEA website and can be found here.

ALERT: As Screwworm Moves Closer to the United States, Horse Community
Should Be on the Lookout

On September 21, 2025, the United States Department of Agriculture announced the confirmation of a



New World Screwworm (NWS) case in Nuevo Leon, Mexico, less than 70 miles from the U.S.-Mexico
border. This new case is located near a major highway from Monterrey, Mexico to Laredo, Texas, one
of the most heavily trafficked commercial thoroughfares in the world. Screwworm was once eradicated
from the United States and potential incursion threatens the equine industry.

Why is Protecting the United States from NWS critical? This pest can infest any warmblooded
animal, so wildlife, domestic animals, and humans are all at risk. Infestation with screwworm is life-
threatening if left untreated.

Here are facts about the NWS life cycle:

1. Any opening in the skin the size of a tick bite or larger is susceptible to screwworm

2. Female screwworms can lay 200-300 eggs

3. Larvae (maggots) burrow into live tissue to feed for up to seven day.

4. Larvae fall to ground to pupate and adult fly emerges and mate

5. Female only mates once, but males mate multiple times

6. Life cycle is 21 days

The adult female fly is attracted to the smell of an open wound. Activities such as castration increase a
horse’s susceptibility to a screwworm infestation. Examining wounds and keeping them clean and
treated is critical to protecting horse health.

The maggots burrowing into the live flesh is painful and causes the following clinical signs:

* Non-healing wound

* Foul-smelling discharge

* Visible larvae (maggots) in the wound

» Swelling, tissue discoloration or necrosis around the wound

» Depression, loss of appetite, or lethargy

* Headshaking or general irritation

If you see any of these signs, consult your veterinarian immediately and ask them to evaluate your
horse and coordinate with state or federal animal health officials on the proper testing and treatment.

Screwworm flies and larvae have characteristic traits that can distinguish them from more common
maggots. The adult fly is slightly larger than common housefly with orange eyes, metallic blue or
green body with three dark stripes along its back.

The screwworm larvae have distinctive cylindrical shape that tapers toward a pointed head and widens
to a blunt rear end. The larvae have rings of dark spines around their bodies that protrude backwards.
These spies hep them burrow into living tissue

A key feature for expert identification is the presence of darkly-pigmented internal tracheal tubes which
extend from spiracular plates at the posterior end and allows larvae to breathe while feeding inside a
wound. View additional images of the NWS in all its life stages here.

In addition to animal health risks, an incursion has the potential to impact interstate movement and
equine events. Once this foreign pest enters the United States, state and federal authorities will initiate
eradication efforts. Infested areas may have movement requirements including, but not limited to:
veterinary examination prior to movement, certification that horses have no visible wounds, and



treatment of horses. Equine events may implement requirements for examination and fly prevention
measures.

USEF is working closely with state and federal authorities to develop plans to ensure safe continuation
of competitions. However, a robust response to this threat requires everyone to do their part to ensure
early detection and treatment of infested horses. Be aware of the threat of screwworm incursion and
protect your horse by conducting daily examinations and immediately notifying your veterinarian of
any maggots in wounds. Prompt reporting and treatment will ensure successful control of screwworm.

Member Profiles (if you haven’t had the opportunity to fill out the form, go to the KDEA website and
look under Forms. You can fill it out and send it to Susan for inclusion in future newsletters.

Marie Maloney

Age for first horse/pony: 5 years old

Name of first horse and breed: Mitzi, POA Mare

Won her Quarter Horse Blaze in an essay contest when she was 9 years old

Best Traits: Mitzi was fast and she won all the races.

Worst Trait: Always rolled in the water

At what age did you start taking lessons? Took first lesson at age 30 on Pot of Gold. Instructor was
Bonnie Griest. Did eventing to Prelim level.

How old when competed at first show: County Fairs and dirt shows as a child doing barrels, poles, egg
race and pick up races.

Eloise Melton

Age for first horse/pony: Age 52

What was its name, breed and how old? Sultan, a 12 year old Arabian

Best trait: Patient

Worst trait: None

At what age did you start taking riding lessons? Age 52, in Western Pleasure

How old were you when you competed in your first show? Age 15 in western pleasure.

Jessica Ptak Hooker:

At what age did you get your first horse/pony: Always had horses as my mom had an Arab and my dad
had an off the track thoroughbred when I was born, so I just fell into riding.

What was your first horse’s name, age and breed? My first officialhorse was Kaycee an OTTB. We
were both 10 and I just laid him to rest in 2023. He was a chestnut.

Best trait: He tried really hard and would jump the moon

Worst trait: He was naturally a worrier and and escape artist.

At what age did you start taking riding lessons? What discipline? I took lessons at 5. They were
hunter/jumper lessons at Windawy Stables in Bucyrus, KS. Shortly after I got into pony club and
started taking dressage lessons.

How old were you when you competed in your first show? Probably or 7.

What discipline? Ground poles for Hunter/Jumper.

Kayla Fulton

At what age did you get your first horse or pony? I began leasing Glory at age 13
What name, what breed, and how old? Glory, TB, age 15 when I got her.

Best trait/habit: Her looks. She’s very photogenic and also very calm.



Worst trait: Very sassy and like to anticipate

At what age did you first start taking riding lessons and in what discipline? I took riding lessons at 8
years old and I rode Western pleasure.

How old wer eyou when you competed in your first show? I was 10 and I competed in Western
Pleasure.



