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KDEA Mission Statement 
KDEA serves the South Central Kansas dressage and eventing 
community by providing educational, social, and competitive 
opportunities that promote a harmonious partnership between 
horse and rider 

 
KDEA Officers and Board 2026 
President: Susan Lang    smlang2@cox.net 
Vice President: Kim Miller    info@eagleviewequestrian.com 
Secretary Jennifer Larsen    ejl1225@yahoo.com 
Treasurer: Hillary Akers    hsmatzen@gmail.com 
Board: Cassie Black, Cyndi Harris, Marty Dennett, Becky Rolph, Karen Pool, Kelli Wolf, Mia Scott- Jr.  
 
Committees 
Education:  Jessica Ptak-Hooker, Chair; Marie Maloney, Cassie Black, Gail Knoffloch 
 jessica.ptak1993@gmail.com 
Competition:  Susan Lang, Chair;  Marty Dennett,  Cynthia Moriarty, Valerie Grinko, Eloise Melton 
 smlang2@cox.net 
Awards:  Kim Miller, Chair;   
 info@eagleviewequestrian.com 
Publicity:  Kim Miller (Website), Susan Lang (newsletter), Cassie Black (Facebook)  
Membership:  Charlotte Pinkall, Chair, pinkallc@gmail.com 
Volunteer:  Marty Dennett, Chair; Sanja Veljacic 
 shobewalkin@gmail.com 
Scholarship:  Shana Drake, Chair; Kelli Wolf, Cyndi Harris. 
 sdranch88@gmail.com 
Membership:   Charlotte Pinkall, chair  pinkallc@gmail.com 
Nominating:  To Be Determined for 2026, nominating for 2027 
 
In This Issue 
President’s Message  
Next KDEA Meeting – June 2nd at 6:30pm at Capall Stables (saddle fitting Education session to start) 
Nominating Committee 2026 (for 2027 officers and Board).   
May Schooling Show Report 
KDEA Dates – Shows and clinics in 2026 
Topics for upcoming KDEA Meetings 
KDEA USEF Western Dressage Show – Entries Open, Volunteers and Sponsors needed 
Common Show Ring Mistakes – USDF Zoom Educational Session write up 
Member Profiles 
 
President’s Message.    Well, we have done a lot this year in KDEA!  We have had some very 
educational presentations at our bi-monthly meetings (thanks Education committee for organizing); we 
had a successful Ride A Test in early April; we had a 3 day Alejandra Gonzalez clinic in late April; and 
we have also had two schooling shows so far this year with great weather for each of them.  And...we 
have to thank our volunteers who have made these KDEA events possible, and the riders and auditors 



who came out to learn and make new KDEA friends.  Thanks also to Kim Miller who has put all our 
entry forms on line, and to our Treasurer Hillary Akers who keeps track of all things $$ related. 
 
Our next big KDEA event is the KDEA USEF Lite Western Dressage show in Hutchinson at the 
Kansas State Fairgrounds on June 13-14.  If you haven’t already volunteers (or maybe you are riding?) 
then contact Marty Dennett or Sanja Veljacic of our Volunteer committee to get on the list (and earn 
your points needed to qualify for KDEA year end awards).   
 
The KDEA scholarship program had a record number of applications, and the Scholarship committee is 
working on the selection process and some potential updates to the scholarship program in the future.  
Come to the next meeting (June 2nd) for further discussion.   
 
We look forward to another Alejandra Gonzalez clinic in early November, and Cassie Black is working 
on acquiring a grant from The Dressage Foundation to perhaps cover some of the costs so that rider 
fees can be reduced for this  November clinic.  Stay tuned for more info.   
 
And of course we want to acknowledge our KDEA members as they go down centerline (some for the 
FIRST time), as they work on a partnership with a new horse, or as they learn new skills attending a 
riding clinic (dressage, jumping, Western, obstacle, cattle, etc) to help them communicate better with 
their horse.  It’s all about the horse...learning more, providing a safe and healthy environment not only 
for our horses to live, but to learn and grow….with us.   
 
 
KDEA Meeting – June 2nd at 6:30pm at Capall Stables.  Education session: 
Balanced Rider, Happy Horse: Saddle Fitting with Paige Strait.  Contact Marie Maloney if you have a 
hard to fit horse, or have a saddle you would like to have evaluated for your horse.  
Marie.maloney@hotmail.com 
 
Nominating Committee.  It is that time of the year when we need two people to comprise the 
nominating committee for 2027 Board and Officers.  If you are interested, please contact either Susan 
Lang or Kim Miller (or come to the meeting on June 2nd for more info).  Those on the nominating 
committee survey the 2026 officers and board to see which ones would agree to serve (again) in 2027, 
and also take the names of those who would like to join as an Officer or Board member in 2027.   
 
KDEA May Schooling Show  Thank you to all riders, grooms, volunteers and our judge Katelyn 
Razumovsky for a great show.  The weather held out for us this year and we were not rained out!   We 
had quite a few new participants (and members) so hopefully you met some of our new folks.  Thanks 
to Hillary Akers (scribe) who was at the show all day, and to coach and competitor Cyndi Harris who 
was also at the show all day instructing and ridig.  Thanks to Marty Dennett for transporting the KDEA 
trailer to/from and thanks for new Volunteer committee member Sanja Veljacic for coordinating the 
volunteers.   Results are posted on the KDEA website. 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 



Kansas Dressage and Eventing Association 
2026 Dates  - Updated 5/15/26 

 

Date   Event     Location/Judge 
 
 
June 13-14  KDEA Western Dressage Show Kansas State Fairgrounds 
   USEF/WDAA/AQHA recognized Judge:  Julie Haugen,  “R” WD 
 
July 11   KDEA Schooling Show  Location:  Hooker Arena, Douglass     
        Judge: Holly Luke , L Graduate  
  
 
Sept 12  KDEA Schooling Show  At Eagleview Equestrian.  Judge:  Sherry  
        Guess, L Graduate (clinic to follow on  
        Sunday at Capall 
 
Nov 6-8  Rider Biomechanics Clinic  Alejandra Gonzales (sponsored by KDEA) 
      

All shows offer both Western and English Dressage, and Eventing Dressage Tests.  You can also ride 
Working Equitation dressage tests.  KDEA does not own a set of jumps to run our own Combined Tests 

(and they are difficult to store, as well as transport from facility to facility, and then set up and tear 
down) so KDEA recognizes scores earned at Combined Tests and Horse Trials run by local barns.  We 
are also holding our first Combined Test (Dressage plus Stadium) at the July show.  Note that all 
dressage classes (English, Western, Eventing, Working Equitation) which can be run in a 20x40 

arena will also be offered at this show. 
 

 
 
KDEA Meetings – Educational Topics (held prior to KDEA meetings) 

 6/2/2026: Balanced Rider, Happy Horse: Saddle Fitting with Paige Strait (held at Capall stables.  
Contact Marie Maloney if you have a hard to fit horse, or have a saddle you would like to have 
evaluated for your horse.  Marie.maloney@hotmail.com 
 

 8/4/2026: Chakras or Chemistry? Eastern vs. Western Vet Medicine for Horses 
 

 10/6/2026: Covered from Head to Hoof: A Guide for Insuring Your Horse with Bailey Jo Lacy 
of Remuda Insurance Group 

 
KDEA Hutchinson USEF Western Dressage Show.  So if you know  of anyone or any business that 
might be interested in sponsoring a class at the Hutchinson show, providing product or services for the 
raffle/silent auction….please contact Susan or Eloise.  Entries opened on April 15th, so be sure to get 
your entry in soon (show filled prior to closing date last year).  We also are in need of additional 
volunteers for this show, but we have a good start on our volunteers.  If you don’t happen to show 
Western Dressage, this is a good way for you to get your volunteer hours in for the year and not have to 
worry about volunteering around your ride times.   
 



Common Show Ring Mistakes 
 
Several weeks ago, USDF provided a member Zoom session with Jodi Lees and Joan Darnell (both 
United States Equestrian Federation “S” judges) which I (Susan Lang) signed up for and attended.  The 
session was 1.25 hours long, and featured their presentation, along with live question and answers.  The 
following are my notes from the session, which I thought would be helpful to those who may not have 
much experience in the show ring and are looking to improve their show experience. 
 
Riding Around the Ring.   

 When going around the ring prior to your ride time, be sure that the scribe sees your number, or 
that you tell the scribe your number as you go by.   

 This allows the scribe to ensure that they have the correct test in front of them, for the correct 
rider.   

 
Be On Time.   

 It is the rider’s responsibility to be on time to the ring.   
 Be sure that you know who you follow (ring steward can tell you) 

 
What does your “Ride Time” mean?   

 Your ride time is when you are entering the ring to START your test.   
 Your ride time is NOT when you get into the warmup area immediately adjacent to the ring, or 

start going around the ring before the bell.   
 The judge will ring the bell/whistle, and then you have 45 seconds to go down centerline.  
 If the show is on time, that 45 seconds will mean you are going down centerline at your 

appointed ride time.  
 If you are scheduled for 10:15, you are not required to go before your ride time.  If you do hold 

for your time, be sure to get to the ring at least 45 seconds before your time so that you are not 
late to the arena. 

 If you do not show up at the ring at your ride time, the judge will ring the bell/whistle, wait 45 
seconds, and then write “eliminated – no show” on your test (Susan addition) 

 Be sure to check with the office each  morning for “Official Ride Times” as they may change 
due to weather or other unforeseen occurrences.  However, whatever is posted at the office is 
your official ride time (Susan addition) 
 

Arena Protocol.   
 Check with the ring steward, but at most shows, when the rider before you has halted and 

saluted, you may approach the ring and start going around the arena in preparation for your ride 
time.   

 If there is not enough room to go around the outside of the ring, and  you are allowed to school 
IN the ring, please check with the ring steward as to whether you are to go back OUT after the 
bell and then come down centerline, or whether you can stay in the ring and just turn down 
centerline when you hear the bell. 

 
Know the Purpose of your Level.   

 The Purpose of each level is shown on the top of the test (and is also in the USEF rulebook).   
 When in the test, you should be able to show the judge that you have met the purpose of the 

level and that you and your horse are confident in the movements required at the level. 



 It is common for riders to show at a level below what they are schooling at home. 
 
The Salute.   

 Failure to salute is an error of -2 and therefore you should make sure that the judge clearly sees 
you take the reins in one hand and perform a salute.   

 You do not need to put a flourish to your nod and salute, but the judge should be able to see 
your hand drop.   

 You can salute with either the right or the left hand. 
 Try not to salute with the hand in which you are carrying the whip, as your waving of the whip 

may jeopardize the stability of the halt.  There is no rule that says you CAN’T salute with the 
whip in your hand, but it just isn’t generally a good idea. 

 The halt should be held for 3 seconds during the salute. 
 The halt should occur when the rider’s body is at X. 

 
Accuracy – It Isn’t Everything, but it is Important. 

 Show correct lines of travel in the test. 
 Ride straight on the rail, controlling all the horse’s body parts 
 Use corners 
 Prepare transitions 
 Show the correct size of circles, and know your letters and distances between letters so that you 

can ride the proper sized circle.   
 If the rider produces a 20 meter circle at B that crosses the centerline at the R/S or P/V line, 

they have performed a 24 meter oval (as R/S and V/P are 2 meters too wide on each side) 
 The circle starts AT the letter, not 2 or three strides after passing the letter.   
 If there is a side judge at B or E, they are the “geometry police” as they can clearly see if you 

are at X, and they can more clearly see the exact shape of circles.   
 For the shoulder in and haunches in, know the angle you should create (30 degrees for shoulder 

in and 35 degrees for haunches in).   
 

Walk Work 
 In free walk, the hrse should be allowed complete freedom to stretch down (without taking 

hands off reins) 
 In medium walk, there is contact that follows the rhythm of the walk. 
 The connection in Medium Walk and Free walk are different, but both require overtrack. 

 
Transitions. 

 Transitions occur when the rider’s body is at the letter.  However if the horse approaches a letter 
from the diagonal or on a perpendicular line, the transition should occur when the horse’s nose 
is at the letter so that the horse is straight in the transition. 

 Rider should prepare so that when asked, the horse makes the transition at the letter. The timing 
and accuracy of transitions are important.   

 
Errors  

 The first error is -2, the second error is an additional -4, and the third error is elimination (at 
Intro through Fourth Level). 

 When the rider goes off course, the judge will ring the bell and the rider should ride over to the 
judge for them to tell the rider where to start again to get back on course.   



 If the rider does not clearly understand the judge’s instruction as to where in the ring to start 
again, the rider should ask for clarification before beginning again.   

 The reader is not allowed to re-read any movement they have already read – even in the event 
of an error. 

 There are some errors for which the judge may NOT ring the bell (but will still give the error).  
An example would be when the trot was supposed to occur at C, but the rider deliberately 
trotted at H.    Another example might be when a rider makes a 15 meter circle instead of a 10 
meter circle (but if the rider makes the same error on the 2nd 10 meter circle, the judge cannot 
record another error as they did not correct the error (with the bell) in the first occurrence. 

 If for some reason the judge does not recognize that the rider is off course, the rider can stop 
and say to the judge “I am off course” and the judge can then direct them how to get back on 
course.   

 
Readers  

 It is ultimately the rider’s responsibility to know their test, and if the reader reads the wrong test 
the rider must continue (riding the correct test).   

 The rider should be clear with the reader as to whether they want the movements called out far 
ahead of time, or just as the rider nears the next letter where something is to occur.   

  
Use of Voice.   

 Clucking, talking to horse and “smooching” into the canter are all examples of “use of 
voice”which will incur a deduction of 2 points every time the judge hears the voice.   

 The “use of voice” will show up on the test as the score (6 for example) with a line drawn 
through, changed to a 4, and the notation of “use of voice.”    

 If the “use of voice” occurs in a movement with a coefficient, the 6 will be marked down to a 5 
(as when the coefficient is applied, the deduction becomes -2).   

 Note:  Western Dressage allows the rider to use the voice as long as it is quiet.    
 
Tongue Issues 

 If the horse’s tongue is hanging out and waving, there is a deduction in each movement where it 
is seen.   

 If the tongue just barely peeks out, the deduction will most likely be less. 
 Can also affect the Submission score, as indicates tension and acceptance of contact issues. 

 
Dress and Attire.  The judge must eliminate a rider who comes in the ring with illegal attire. 

 
 Glitter/shiny pads are illegal 
 Spurs on upside down are illegal 
 If coats are waived, the rider cannot wear a stock tie. 
 Stripes on a saddle pad are illegal. 
 Bits on backward, or not per manufacturer design/intent are illegal 
 Whips must be no longer than 120 cm (shorter for some pony classes) 
 Helmets must be properly adjusted 
 Seat savers on saddles are illegal 
 Read the Equipment and Attire sections of the USEF Dressage Chapter. 

  
          



 

 

Member Profiles 
If you have not filled out a Member Bio, please contact Susan at smlang2@cox.net and she will send you one to fill out. 
There is now a 2nd edition to fill out...so if you have done the first one about your early horse ownershiup, ask for the 2nd 
one and learn more about your fellow KDEA members. 
 
Kelly Smith 
At what age did you get your first horse or pony?  At age 12 , but I had claimed my neighbor’s fox 
trotter gelding Domino long before then. 
What was his name, what breed, and how old?  Red, Quarter Horse gelding, age 24 
Best Trait:  He was the epitome of dead broke.  He had worked most of his life aas a rodeo horse so 
none of my shenanigans worried him in the least.  I used to hook a dog chain to his saddle, attach it to 
my snow sled and have him drag me all over the place.  He was a SAINT. 
Worst trait:  When he got bored of whatever foolishness I was forcing upon him, he wold just walk off 
and completely ignore whatever I was telling him to do.  He probably saved both our necks more time 
that I can count! 
At what age did you first start taking lessons (if you took lessons)?  I started riding with my neighbor 
when I was three years old, but didn’t take formal lessons until I was in my 20s. 
What discipline?  Hunt seat and western pleasure. 
In what event/discipline?  Hunt Seat Pleasure and Equitation 
 
Kelly Smith 
What were your two favorite horse books as a kid, and why?    
 #1 -- A horse for XYZ by Louise Moen.  Yes have a copy. 
Why did you like the book so much?  The idea of getting to ride a stolen racehorse and camp out with 
him in the woods whole evading bad buys seemed like a really cool way to spend a few days. 
 
#2 – Can I Get there by Candlelight by Jean Doty.    Do not own a copy.   
Why did you like the  book so much?  Time travel AND ponies – count me in! 
 
What was your favorite horse MOVIE as a kid?  The Black Stallion starring”The Black” 
Memories of the movie:  I watched the movie over and over, and Alec seemed to be having the time of 
his life galloping everywhere on that beautiful black Arabian. I remember galloping through grassy 
pastures on Domino (not an Arabian, a Missouri Foxtrotter… close enough), feeling just as free and 
happy as Alec looked on that beach. When I hear the notes from the last scene of the movie, when they 
take off the bridle and The Black is nuzzling the small figure in Alec’s hand it takes me back to those 
days in a heartbeat 
 
What is your favorite Facebook page that is related to horses?   Keystone Equine.   
What do you find interesting:  Lee has great story-telling ability, and her interests and horsemanship 
philosophies aren’t pigeonholed.  She drives and riders her ponies, so I learn what I can from her to 
apply to our horses, who also ride and drive.   
 
 
 
 


